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The second lecture of the series was
delivered by Dr. P. C. Alexander, MP
(Rajya Sabha) and former Governor of
Maharashtra.

In his more than one hour brilliant talk
Dr. Alexander analyzed in depth the
various important events that took
place during the years 1946-1964 – The
Nehru era – For the sake of
convenience of analysis he divided
this period in to three phases viz. 1946-
50, 1951-60 and 1961-64.

Analyzing the first phase (1946-54),
Dr. Alexander said that when
Jawaharlal Nehru and the senior
Congress leaders came out of their
incarceration in the different jails of
India, they found the political situation
in the country quite different from it
was three years earlier when they were
put behind the bars. They also found
that there had been a marked change
in the mood of the Muslims and
particularly in their attitude to the
Indian National Congress. Their
absence from the scene had been fully
utilized by Jinnah to spread the poison
of communal hatred between Muslims
and Hindus saying that their only
hope for living with dignity was in
establishing a homeland of their own
and further that the Muslims in India
constituted a separate nation.

During 1945, the armed forces and
troops had mutinied at several stations.
Sardar Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru
succeeded in persuading the troops to
call off the mutiny. This however had
convinced the British government that
the days of the Raj were near and that
wisdom lay in negotiating an agreed

settlement with the Indians for the end
of the imperial rule over India.

The new Labour Government in
London under the leadership of
Clement Atlee announced the
appointment of a mission consisting
of three Cabinet ministers, Pethic
Lawrence, Straford Crips and A. V.
Alexander, with the mandate to hold
discussions with the leaders of the
political parties in India in order to
arrive at a peaceful transfer of power.

The cabinet mission arrived in India
in April 1946 and held discussion with
the leaders of main political parties –
the Congress and the Muslim League.
The British announced a
Constitutional framework for transfer
of power on 16th May 1946, which
involved considerable concessions to
the Muslim League’s demand for a

separate state for the Muslims and also
accommodation for some of the major
demands of the Congress party.

According to these proposals the
Indian Union would deal with foreign
policy, defence and communications.
All other powers would vest in the
provinces. Pending framing of the
constitution, administration of the
country was to be carried on by an
interim government having the
support of the major political parties.
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had made about abiding by the
Cabinet Mission plan. A question
which continues to be discussed even
now is whether Jawaharlal by his
statement on grouping of provinces
had destroyed the last chance of
preventing the partition of India and
preserving its unity. Was he so carried
away by his idealism and strong belief
in the unity of India that he cold not
make a realistic assessment of the
emerging political situation? If that
was so, how could he become
convinced about the advisability of
accepting partition within so short
time? Those who defend Nehru’s
stand on grouping maintain that the
groups would not in any case have
lasted for long and by his opposition
to grouping,  he had actually
prevented the balkanization of India
into several small status. “An impartial
judgement on Nehru’s action at this
juncture has yet to emerge” said
Dr. Alexander.

Narrating in brief further sequence of
the events he pointed out that after
Jinnah announced the withdrawal of
the League’s acceptance of the Cabinet
Mission plan the political situation
worsened day by day. In mid August
1946 the country witnessed one of the
most terrible tragedies in the history of
modern India namely the Calcutta
killings.

The question about the share of the
Muslim League and the Congress in
the interium government was
eventually resolved and government
was sworn with Jawaharlal as the Vice
President of the Executive Council.
The story of the interium government
was, however, one of the persistent
conflicts between the Congress and the
League and by the beginning of January
1947 it became clear that there was no
prospects at all of any agreement
between League and the Congress for
sharing power.

It was in this background that the
Prime Minister Attlee announced in
London that the British would
withdrew from India not later than
June 1948, handing over power to the
Central Government or in some areas
to existing provincial governments.
Attlee also announced the

appointment of Mountbatten as
Viceroy and Governor General.

The new Government swung into
action to handle the problem of
massive movement of refugees
between the two countries. This,
however, did not prevent the
government from going ahead with
some of the most important tasks
facing it on assumption of power.

The completion of the Constitution
making process by the end of 1949 was
one of the greatest achievement of the
nation in the post independence
period. In the integration of the
princely states and in the creation of
the All India Services Sardar Patel
played a very crucial role. Patel
received unstinted support from
Nehru in the task of the integration of
princely states with the Indian Union.
This is an achievement unparallel in
the history of any country. In the matter
of creation of the All India Services,
Nehru had some serious reservation
to begin with, but soon realized, how
useful the institution of the All India
Services had been in the planning and
implementation of various
development schemes.

Referring to Kashmir issue, Dr.
Alexander observed “Nehru’s action
in agreeing to Mountbatten’s proposal
for referring the issue of accession of
Jammu and Kashmir to the United
Nations and in accepting a plebiscite
continues to be a subject of controversy
even today. Critics of Nehru maintain
that the right action for India should
have been to deal with the invasion
from Pakistan militarily and to eject
the intruders by force. Nehru,
however, believed that since justice
was fully on the side of India, reference
to the UN was the right course. He,
however realized soon that the UN
was not that just and fair in its
decisions and that the ceasefire had
helped Pakistan to hold on to the
territories it had occupied by force in
Kashmir.

Most people believe that it was a gross
act of folly to have agreed to refer the
Kashmir issue to the UN or to accept
plebiscite. Kashmir continues to be a
problem even after 60 years after Nehru
chose this path.

(to be continued)

Educational Activities for
Secondary School Students

Fun with Physics Workshop
For Students of Standard IX

Prof. Mahesh Shetti, Department of
Physics, Wilson College, Chowpatty,
Mumbai will conduct the workshop

Wednesday, 16th July 2008

Nature Quest: An Environment
Awareness Workshop
For Students of Standard IX

Dr. C. S. Lattoo, former Incharge of
Herbarium Department of Botany,
Institute of Science, Mumbai will
conduct the workshop

Wednedday, 23rd July 2008

Hall of Quest, Nehru Planetarium

Cultural Wing

Marathi Natya Sangeet
Mahotsava
(A Four Day Mahotsava)

15-18 July 2008
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Lecture Series “VISTAS IN
ASTRONOMY”

The Ninth Lecture of this series will be
delivered by Prof. P. C. Agrawal,
formerly of Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai on
“Universe in X-rays”.

Saturday, 19th July 2008 at 5:00 pm
Nehru Centre’s Hall of Culture, Worli,
Mumbai – 400 018.

Art Gallery

'CHATAK' - 2008
(A Monsoon Show)
Professional Artists' Works

22nd July to 3rd August 2008
(Both Galleries)
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NEHRU PLANETARIUM
 SKY SHOW:

"Conquest of the Moon
and Secrets of the Sun"

TIMINGS:
12:00 noon (Hindi), 1:30 pm Marathi)
3:00 pm (English), 4:30 pm (Hindi)

MONDAY CLOSED

Vistas in Astronomy

The sixth lecture of this series was
delivered by Prof. Gopal Krishna,
National Centre for Radio
Astrophysics, Pune on the “Frontiers
of Extragalactic Astronomy” on
Saturday, 5 January 2008. He spoke
on “Frontiers of Radio Astronomy”.
We bring you some excerpts.

Astronomy connects us to the rest of
the universe, reminds us of our
insignificance and helps us to
understand our origins.  It strengthens
our faith in human brain.  Confirms
universality of our laws of physics.
Provides link to a “super lab”
(Universe) with hyper-extreme
physical conditions enabling us to
learn phenomena that cannot be
simulated in the best of our labs.

Until 80 years ago we thought ours is
the only galaxy in the universe and
there was nothing beyond that.   But
things have changed a lot, today we
know that there are billions of galaxies
in the universe and our galaxy is one
among them.  This shows that how
with the advancement of technology
the concepts change.

In astronomy, since the only means of
learning about the universe is by
detecting few photons that arrive. The
amount of photons coming on the earth
is very little even though the events are
themselves very powerful but happen
so far away that we receive very few

Prof. Gopal Krishna

photons.   If we were to take all
telescopes of the world and integrate
the energy falling on all of them
together for one year one can hardly
boil an egg.  As so little is the energy
that actually comes, and with that we
are trying to decipher the whole history
of the universe. To do that we need
cutting edge technology and that is
why all the development came to
astronomy first.

The challenge in front of us is how to
measure the distances of galaxies?  It
is very essential to know their
distances first, because if we know
their distances then we can easily
chart, 3-dimensional view of the
universe by putting individual stars
at the correct distances from us.

Secondly, we want to know their
distances because it is required to
convert the observed power into the
true or intrinsic power.  Therefore it is
very important we have an object,
which has a fixed intrinsic luminosity
that can be used as a standard candle
for comparison.  One class of such
objects is type one supernova.  They
always have the same luminosity at
the peak, so if we measure the flux that
we receive on the earth at that time then
we can get the distance. The evidence
coming from supernova led to the idea
of accelerating universe - that not only
our universe expanding - but Hubble
showed in 1930’s that it is also
accelerating.  And why it is
accelerating? It’s attributed to dark
energy.

Second method we have is the
Hubble’s law; Hubble discovered that
every thing in the universe is going
away form everything else.  The whole
universe is expanding, and the law
that he gave us is the distance is equal
to the velocity at which something is
receding from us divided by the speed
of light, divided by a constant that is
called a Hubble’s constant. This is the
most commonly used method.  Since
for this we have to take the spectrum
and measure the lines we need big
telescopes for that. Sill we can’t get the
spectrum of a galaxy because it is very
faint even with a big telescope, then

the last hope is multi-colour imaging
for faint galaxies, from that one can
get fairly good idea of the distance of
the galaxies.

We can then have a 3 dimensional
view of the galaxies with which we
can make slices of different depths and
find out how the galaxies were at those
depths and distances.  These galaxies
are so far away that the light takes
billions of years to reach us, that means
the larger the depths the larger is the
distance and greater is the time light
will take to reach us.  So the deeper we
probe the deeper we can go into the
past history of the universe.   So we are
chasing temporal history of the
universe by observing these things that
are far away.  This is possible only in
astronomy.

[Concluded]

Vistas in Astronomy

The ninth lecture of
this series will be
delivered by Prof. P.
C. Agrawal, formerly
of TIFR, Mumbai, on
"Universe in X-rays”
on Saturday, 19 July
2008 at 5 p.m. in the
Hall of Culture. All are
cordially invited to
attend.



Nehru Centre Newsletter - July 2008 4

Piyush Pandey
Director, Nehru Planetarium

         P h a s e s  o f  t h e  M o o n  ( t i m i n g s  i n  I S T )

    New Moon        First Quarter               Full Moon     Last Quarter
   (Amavasya)              (Shukla Paksha            (Poornima)     (Krishna Paksha

 Asthami)                                                               Ashtami)

03 Jul.  07:49 hrs     10 Jul.  10:05 hrs          18 Jul.  13:29 hrs          26 Jul.  00:12 hrs

STAR CHART FOR JULY 2008

Hold the chart vertically before your eyes and turn until the geographical direction you are facing shows at the bottom of the
chart. Three planets Saturn, Mars and Jupiter are within the chart boudaries at 8 p.m. while the first two are in Leo the latter
is in Sagittarius. Venus also makes its appearance in Cancer  soon after  the sunset. Mercury is in the morning sky in
Gemini. The Earth would be farthest away from the Sun (aphelion) on 4 July at 13:18 hours IST.

Use the Chart :
Early month :     9 p.m.
Middle month:   8 p.m.
Late month:       7 p.m.
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Review

Kathak Darpan
A Workshop on Kathak Dance

Nehru Centre had organised a Workshop on Kathak by Pt. Birju Maharaj for the

students of the Kathak Dance from 19th to 23rd May 2008 at which the students

of the Kathak Dance from Mumbai, Thane, Dombivali, Kalyan, Navi Mumbai,

Vasai, Palghar, Pune, Ratnagiri, Deogad, Jalgaon, Nagpur, Aurangabad, Nashik,

Akola, Trichur, Bangalore, Bhuj, Ahmedabad, Agartala, Indore, Amravati,

Bhavnagar, Chhatisgarh, Shilong and Manipur participated. The students were

greatly benefited from the expert guidance of Pt. Birju Maharaj.

m ar azI s a M g a It n a aTkmar azI s a M g a It n a aTkmar azI s a M g a It n a aTkmar azI s a M g a It n a aTkmar azI s a M g a It n a aTk
mahao%savamahao%savamahao%savamahao%savamahao%sava
The 16th Annual Marathi Sangeet
Natak Mahotsava will be organised
from 15th to 18th July 2008.

The following Marathi Sangeet Natak
will be presented.

Tuesday, 15th July 2008, 6:00 pm

saMgaIt saIta ivayaaogasaMgaIt saIta ivayaaogasaMgaIt saIta ivayaaogasaMgaIt saIta ivayaaogasaMgaIt saIta ivayaaoga
Presented by Nehru Centre,
Mumbai

Wednesday, 16th July 2008, 6:00 pm

saMgaIt AvaGaa rMga ekica JaalaasaMgaIt AvaGaa rMga ekica JaalaasaMgaIt AvaGaa rMga ekica JaalaasaMgaIt AvaGaa rMga ekica JaalaasaMgaIt AvaGaa rMga ekica Jaalaa
Presented by Natyasampada,
Mumbai

Thursday, 17th July 2008, 6:00 pm

sa MgaIt maanaapmaanasa MgaIt maanaapmaanasa MgaIt maanaapmaanasa MgaIt maanaapmaanasa MgaIt maanaapmaana
Naadbrahma, Pune

Friday, 18th July 2008, 6:00 pm

saMgaIt saMSaya kllaaoLsaMgaIt saMSaya kllaaoLsaMgaIt saMSaya kllaaoLsaMgaIt saMSaya kllaaoLsaMgaIt saMSaya kllaaoL
Presented by Bharat Natya
Samshodhan Mandir, Pune

15th to 18th July 2008
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Entry: Entrance Cards will be available
on 11th July 2008 from 10:30 am until
availability of entrance cards from
Booking Counter of Nehru Centre
Auditorium.

Pt. Birju Maharaj interacting with  the students at the Kathak Darpan Workshop

Pt. Birju Maharaj explaining the intricacies of Kathak to the students at the Kathak Darpan Workshop
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TheTheTheTheThe
Art GalleryArt GalleryArt GalleryArt GalleryArt Gallery

Open from 11.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. daily

Programmes for July 2008

‘CHATAK’ – 2008 (A Monsoon
Show for Professional Artists)

fifteenth year of the show. The exhibition is in two parts. The second part is an
exhibition of Professional artists. There are around fortyseven artists from
Mumbai, Thane, Navi Mumbai, Pune, Kolhapur, Satara, Sangli, Raigad and
Kolkata participating in this exhibition. The art lovers will be able to view the
new works of these artists. There are five sculptors and forty two painters.

Tuesday 22nd July 2008 to Sunday 3rd August 2008 (Both Galleries)

KISHOR  SHIKHARE  .  PRABHAKAR
DOUD  .  RAHUL  SALVE  .  PRIYA
SHIKHARE

Kishor received G.D. Art and Dip.Ed.
from Aurangabad. His abstract
compositions are in acrylic.

Prabhakar secured Diploma in Textile
Designing and A.T.D. from
Aurangabad. His landscapes are in
water colours and inks on paper.

Rahul secured B.F.A. in Applied Art
from the University of Aurangabad.
His figurative paintings are done in
oil pastels on paper.

Priya received A.T.D. from
Aurangabad. His figurative paintings
and compositions are in various
mediums.

Tuesday 29th July 2008
to Monday 4th August 2008

(Circular Gallery)

Review: "Chatak" - 2008 (A Monsoon Show by Student Artists)

The inauguration of the fifteenth Monsoon Show - 'Chatak' - 2008 (By Student
Artists) took place on 12th June 2008. Thirtythree student artists from Mumbai,
Kolhapur, Nasik, Pune, Nagpur, Ahmednagar and Agra participated.

A large number of students and art lovers were present for the inauguration. The
show was inaugurated by Prof. M. G. Rajadhyaksha. Former Dean, Sir J. J. Institute
of Applied Arts, Mumbai. He interacted with the participants and gave them
valuable guidance.

Prof. M. G. Rajadhyaksha inaugurating the "Chatak" - 2008 by lighting the traditional lamp

Painting by Satyajeet Warekar Painting by Shobha Shete

Every year we have this Monsoon
Show called ‘CHATAK’. This is

Pen & Ink Drawing on Canvas by Prakash Ghadge
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Library

New Arrivals – Books

1 What life was like in the jewel in Denise Dersin
the  crown:British India: AD 1600-1905

2 The future of human rights Upendra Baxi
3 My pictures: A collection of paintings Rabindranath Tagore
4 Heaven and earth Amanda Renshaw
5 Architecture of India: Ancient to modern Ramprakash Mathur
6 Khasi tribe of Meghalaya S H M Rizvi &

Shivani  Roy
7 Fourth estate: A handbook on air, Randeep  Singh Saini

water and land pollution
8 Gandhian thoughts: An overview Ravindra Kumar ed.
9 Indian cultural nationalism Purnima Singh
10 Banking developments in India: 1947 to 2007: Niti Bhasin

Growth, reforms and outlook

What Nehru said ....

....it is not merely the avoidance of
nuclear tests that will put an end
to the danger of war, because there
are vast numbers of nuclear bombs
accumulated in various countries,
notably in the U.S.A. and in the
Soviet Union,  but there has to be
an assurance of a world without
war. Some people may say that it is
an idealistic concept. It is true that
the world has never been without
war, but it is also true that the world
has never lived with nuclear
bombs as its bed-fellow almost.
There is no doubt that a war will
lead to the use of nuclear weapons
and the nuclear weapons will
largely destroy the world as we
know it.

Even if we stop the tests, war may
occur. Even if we stop the
manufacture of nuclear weapons
and destroy the weapons which
we have got, there is a chance, if
war occurs, of those weapons being
manufactured afresh by
industrialized communities.
Ultimately we have to aim at a
world without war....

June 23, 1962

Subscribers May Kindly
Note

Subscribers may please  note that
the Subscription for Nehru
Centre's Newsletter is from April
to March.

Those whose subscription
expired in March 2008 are
requested to kindly renew their
subscription from April 2008.

Please send your subscription by
Cash/Money Order/ Cheque/
DD for Rs. 100/- drawn in favour
of Nehru Centre, Mumbai before
15th July 2008. August 2008 issue
will be sent only to those whose
subscription is renewed.

1. Ancient Futures: Learning from Ladakh
Perched in the Himalayas, on the edge of the Tibetan plateau, Ladakh
has one of the harshest climates on earth. For over 1000 years, Ladakhis
have managed to survive and prosper by husbanding resources and by
protecting their land from overuse.

English 60 minutes.

2. Sky Pirates
Despite the rapid elimination of ozone-destroying chemicals, the hole in
the ozone layer has not been plugged. One reason is the illegal trade in
CFCs and other ozone-damaging chemicals.

English 26 minutes.

Saturday, 5th July 2008,10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.

3. Ecotoons
This compilation of environmental animated films comprises a variety
of public service announcements (PSAs), government-sponsored shorts,
campaign films by non-governmental organizations, and independent
works from Canada, USA, Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

English 47 minutes.

4. The Nature of Business
Global economic development has taken a heavy toll on nature. But
some corporations are now beginning to wake up to the fact that if they
continue to plunder natural resources, pollute air and water and damage
eco-systems, they will not be in business much longer.

English 27 minutes.

Saturday, 19th July 2008, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Venue: Hall of Quest, Planetarium Basement.

For details, contact Arati Desai, Librarian  Phone No: 2498 3921.

Video Screenings on Sustainable Development and Environment



Design & Layout  : Pramod Rane & Imtiaz Kalu

Exposition open from 10.30 am to 5 pm  -  Every Day except Monday

TO OUR READERS
Kindly write to us if there is any discrepancy

in the address  (or name). It is our aim to reach
this publication well before the beginning of the

month, to  ensure that you do not miss
any programmes of Nehru  Centre.

Tel : 2493 3340, 2496 4676  Ext: 118

NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

B O O K S

RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY

SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

NEHRU REVISITED

INDIAN ASTRONOMY
A Source Book

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE:
The Planetarium Way

DISCOVERY OF INDIA
Abridged and illustrated & VCD Version

SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture

SET OF TEN GREETING CARDS
Based on Discovery of India Exposition

SET OF FIVE ASSORTED  GIFT CARDS
Designed by Handicapped children

Colourful Catalogues of

ART FUSION 2008
ART FUSION 2007

COLLECTOR'S PRIDE
K. B. KULKARNI

VINAYAK S. MASOJI
SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)

NAGESH BHIMRAO SABANNAVAR
NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR

"GURU-SHISHYA"
BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR

D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)
MILLENNIUM SHOW

(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)
B. V. TALIM & H. B. TALIM

RAVINDRA MESTRY

Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition

Ground floor, NEHRU CENTRE
Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

R. N. I. No. MAHENG/1999/121            WPP Licence No. 67/2006-2008 MH/MR/WEST/114/2006-2008

Glimpses

Know Your India:

Confluence  of  Cultures

There were no images of the Buddha. in the Gandhara area on the north-west
and in the north-central area of Mathura the Buddha later turned from a symbol
into a deity.

Kanishka was converted to Buddhism by Asvaghosa, a learned Brahmin from
Ayodhya, who was himself a Buddhist convert. Naturally, Buddhism kept
growing under Kanishka. He convened the fourth Buddhist Council in Kashmir
which was attended by 500 monks. It was at this Council that Buddhism broke
up into the two major sects of Hinayana and Mahayana. Hinayana is the more
orthodox and closer to the original teaching of the Buddha. Mahayana includes
new ideas and begins to move away from the original teachings.

The strength of Buddhism at this time was in its openness. Conversion to
Hinduism is difficult because of the caste  system - caste is conferred only at
birth. So, it was easier for the Greeks, Sakas, and Kushanas to become Buddhists.
In this way the invaders blend in with Indian culture and Buddhism gathered
more people into its fold.

ART

The Gandhara school of art stems from a variety of elements. Kanishka himself
had his winter capital in this area, while journeymen craftmen came here from
the Roman east. Though they came from far away they worked only with local
subject matter, in this case Buddhism. The Gandhara images have calm
Apollonian faces and drapery suggestive of Roman imperial statues.

The faces of the Buddha in Mathura, the other centre of art, are characterised by
an open, radiant expression. The lips are drawn into a slight smile. This smile is
probably the earliest appearance of the only possible device by which the sculptor
can show the inner contentment and repose of the Buddha’s nature.

Three distinct traditions now emerge in Buddhist art. The style of Mathura
appears as a sequel to that of the stupas of Bharhut and Sanchi. The Gandhara
and Amaravati styles follow parallel courses.

(To be contd…)

FOR  PRIVATE
CIRCULATION  ONLY

DISCOVERY OF INDIA EXPOSITION

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni
at Discovery of India Building, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

and printed by him at M/s Trimurti Enterprises
B/4, Gandhi Nagar, D. S. Road, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 2494 5304 / 9820280366

Editor : Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni  Tel : 2496 4676  Fax : 2497 3827
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