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Indian Planetarium Directors  and Professionals’ Meet at Nehru Planetarium, Mumbai


Celebrating 30 years of Nehru Planetarium 

Nehru Planetarium of Nehru Centre Mumbai completed 30 years of its existence on 3 March 2007.  To commemorate this occasion the planetarium is organising a two-day conference of the directors and professionals of Indian Planetariums. This event will be held 19 & 20 March 2007 at the Nehru Planetarium Dr. Annie Besant Road Worli, Mumbai 400018. The Conference has the theme "Planetarium through ages: Vision 2027".  It would attended by directors and professionals of all the major planetariums in the country. The directors and professionals from sixteen planetariums, namely, Allahabad, Bangalore, Bhubaneshwar, Calicut, Chennai, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur, Nasik, New Delhi, Vadodara and Warangal have already registered and confirmed their participation. Besides them several others are likely to show up on the conference date. 
Partial Solar Eclipse

The event coincides with the partial solar eclipse of Monday, 19 March which would be visible in Mumbai. We would have an eclipsed sunrise at 6:44 a.m., soon the eclipse will attain the greatest phase at 6:53 a.m. when about 40% of the solar diameter would be covered by moon making it look like a bitten-off biscuit. The eclipse would end at 7:37 a.m. 
About Nehru Planetarium

The Nehru Planetarium of Nehru Centre, Mumbai was inaugurated on 3rd March 1977 by the then Prime Minister of India Smt. Indira Gandhi. Over the years, this has grown into a centre for popularisation of astronomy and space science and for meeting of scientists and scholars for discussions and lectures on various astronomical themes & events. During the last 30 years the Planetarium has generated thirty-one astronomical presentations, which have been viewed by over 10 million astronomy lovers.
The planetarium is currently running the 31st sky theatre programme "Awesome Universe” using the Digistar-3 Planetarium equipment installed in 2003 replacing the earlier Carl Zeiss Universal Projector.

Besides Planetarium Programmes, Planetarium conducts Science Quiz contests, Astro-painting, Elocution, Astro-poetry and Astro-quiz competitions for school and colleges students. Special arrangements are made to watch Solar & Lunar eclipses and other celestial events. Telescopes are installed outside the Planetarium to enable eager visitors to watch these phenomena. 

Who’s who

The inaugural address would be given by Prof. Govind Swarup, FRS, Former Professor of Eminence, TIFR and former Director GMRT, National Centre for Radio Astrophysics, Pune. He would be speaking on “Radio-waves and the Universe: from Big Bang to Black Holes”. Famous astrophysicist Prof. S. M. Chitre would be conducting the first session as its Chairman. 
Besides the three former directors of the Nehru Planetarium (namely, Dr. V. S. Venkatavardan, Dr. J. J. Rawal and Prof. Mayank Vahia), Prof. R. Subramanian from M. P. Birla Planetarium Kolkata, Dr. B. G. Sidharth from B. M. Birla Planetarium, Hyderabad, Dr. N. Rathnasree from Nehru Planetarium New Delhi and Dr. P. Iyamperumal, Executive Director Tamilnadu Science Centre & Planetarium would be speaking on conference theme and share their experiences with the delegates. In all there would be thirteen invited talks and eleven paper presentations by participants. 
Would the public planetarium become extinct?

Mr. Piyush Pandey, Director Nehru Planetarium Mumbai has chosen to speak on “Vision 2027: Changing Scene & Planetaria of future”. He believes that the current advances in projection technology will first make planetarium presentations more powerful all-dome immersive experience, much cheaper than now and eventually these developments will threaten the very existence of the public planetarium where hundreds of people sit together to enjoy the vastness and wonders of the Universe. The ultimate planetarium equipment will resemble an aircraft pilot-trainer’s headgear (flight simulator) that would cover the eyes and would be connected to a PC. As you turn your neck up, down or sideways your view of the heavens will change automatically. Price of such a “spectacles planetarium” would come down to just a few thousand Rupees within a few years after its launch bringing it within the reach of most of the people. 
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In future planetarium may evolve to spectacles like device connected to PC.


Mr. Scott Niskach of Evans & Sutherland USA (digital planetarium manufacturer) would speak on “Current State of Planetarium Projection Technology”. His talk would be followed by a live demonstration of a latest projection technology in the sky theatre. 
What else?
Dr. Carolina Ödman of Leiden Observatory, Netherlands has been specially invited to tell the delegates about the “Universe Awareness: an inspirational programme for young children” (http://www.unawe.org/) and how Indian children can benefit from it. Besides this, there would be a panel discussion on the shape & future of planetariums and a session would be devoted to exploration of the possibility of formation of a Federation of Indian Planetariums (there are 30 and more to come).
Planetarium has drawn an ambitious programme of adding new interactive exhibits to its existing galleries through this year. A new Lecture Series “Multi Wavelength Astronomy” would also be started sometime later this year. As usual there would be several participatory activities and contests for school children.
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