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India’s Defence Preparedness

contd. on page 2

A seminar on India's Defence 

Preparedness was organized by 

Nehru Centre recently. The 

seminar covered all the three 

wings of defence preparedness 

namely, Army, Navy and Air 

Force. The first one was Army, 

Major Shashikant Pitre (Retd.) 

spoke on defence preparedness of 

the Indian Army. His presentation 

was covered in the monthly 

Newsletters for June, August and 

September 2015.

Vice Admiral Vinod Pasricha 

presented a paper on the state of 

Indian Navy. Some excerpts from 

his speech were published in the 

monthly Newsletter for October 

and November2015. Following are 

some more excerpts from his 

speech.

Though the  Indian Navy’s  

i n d i g e n i z a t i o n  p l a n s  h a v e  

remained well ahead of the other 

two services, coordinated work 

ethics between the Government, 

R&D organizations and defence 

manufacturers lacks the desired 

initiative. This interaction must be 

at a much faster pace.

Areas of Concerns

India has not been able to produce 

good indigenous weapons, the 

research and development - this 

aspect remains problematic. The 

other area of concern has been the 

defence budget, especially where 

it relates to equipment. There is a 

need to ensure that the process of 

integrating the three services 

would benefit the procurement of 

equipment that is common for the 

services. The other aspect about 

i n t e g r a t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  

Andaman and Nicobar command 

which is a tri-service command, 

commanded headed for 2 years 

each by the Army, Air Force and 

the Navy. This is a purely island 

command which has about 1100 or 

1200 islands. Such a command 

may be placed permanently with 

t h e  n a v y  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  

command of the north like the air 

command and the air tactical 

command be given permanently 

Nehru Planetarium

Space Science Lecture

Dr. Jaydeep Mukherjee, 
Director, NASA Florida Space 
Grant Consortium, Florida, USA, 
will speak on “NASA’s Search 
for Water in the Solar System”. 

5 December 2015, 5.00 p.m.
Hall of Culture, 
Discovery of India Building 

Culture Wing

Classical Violin Recital by
Anupriya Deotale
& 
Vocal Recital by Gauri Pathare

16h December 2015, 6.30 pm
Hall of Culture
Discovery of India Building

Art Gallery

Indian Master’s Retrospective 
Exhibition of Master Painter late 
Shri Deenanath Dalal

An exhibition to celebrate the 
B i r t h  C e n t e n a r y  o f  S h r i  
Deenanath Dalal.

Tuesday, 17th December 2015 to 
Sunday 3rd January 2016
Nehru Centre Art Gallery 
Between: 11.00 am & 7.00 pm
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What Nehru said...

... let us remember that 

freedom is not a thing to be 

achieved once which will 

subsist forever without 

striving. Freedom has to be 

achieved in almost every 

generation. If people grow 

weak and are not capable of 

holding it, it slips away from 

them.

December 24, 1962
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to the Air Force. This logic is 

extended to the CIGS who 

changes from service to 

service with a two year tenure 

thus not providing enough 

time to know the issues 

relating to the other services.

Economics of scale are another 

area which needs to be worked 

on. India was able to procure 

seven ships from Korea within 

a span of two years while the 

production time in India can 

run upto twenty five years. 

This is where the shipyards 

need to change totally. The 

issue is the procedure for 

import of spares. Today if a 

system is not working by the 

time one can import the spare 

that is needed for the system it 

can take as much as 8-10 

months. While certain powers 

have been given to the Chiefs 

in this regard the insistence 

procurement needs to be kept 

on hold until the Indian 

research and development is 

able to produce the necessary 

material.

‘Bal Disha’ an exhibition of 10 children artists was inaugurated on 17th 
November 2015 in the Nehru Centre Art Gallery by the participating children 
artists in the presence of  Lalita Lajmi, acclaimed Indian painter and Darsheel 
Safary, famed child artist of the film ‘Taare Zameen Par’. Many eminent 
personalities, children, parents and art lovers graced the occasion.

The exhibition was on from 17th November 2015 to 23rd November 2015. The 
exhibition received immense response from all walks of life and was a great 
success.

B  AL DISHA
An exhibition 
of

10

Child Artists

To  c o m m e m o r a t e  
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru's 
Birth Anniversary
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NEHRU PLANETARIUM

SKY SHOWS : ‘Wonders of the Universe’

Timings 

A Special Astronomy Lecture on “From Geocentric Biology to Cosmic Life” was delivered by Professor Chandra 

Wickramasinghe, Director of the Buckingham Centre for Astronomy and Honorary Professor, Visiting Professor, 

Peradeniya University, Sri Lanka, and Visiting Fellow, Churchill College, Cambridge, on Thursday, June 18, 2015 at 

5:00 pm. in the Hall of Culture, Discovery of India Building, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai 400018. We 

bring you the concluding part  of the talk. 

If the point of view developed in this lecture is recognised to be the only correct theory of biology, our socio-political 

organisation, religious and moral outlook, as well as our economic theories must ultimately reflect this fact. The 

resistance to admit that terrestrial biology is an open system still stubbornly persists in a scientific culture that is still 

deeply rooted in an Earth-centred neo-Darwinian paradigm.  The psychological comfort derived from being part of 

a closed biological system is connected with our desire to maintain a territorial sovereignty and independence for 

the Earth. 

The evidence supporting our theory of panspermia has grown to the point of being undeniable.  The cosmic nature 

of life, once it is finally accepted, must inevitably lead to consequences that affect the conduct of human affairs – 

religion, politics, sociology as well as economics.  Earth-centred religions that currently divide humanity into 

warring factions must yield to philosophies and religions that are truly cosmic.  Our politicians must also realise 

that our supremacy as a species on this planet is necessarily transient and short-lived.  On a cosmological timescale 

of 13.8 billion years the 6000 years of the history of human civilization is a mere twinkling of the eye.  Even this short 

interval of time has been punctuated by a succession of cosmically mediated events that led for instance to episodes 

of bolide impacts and pandemics of disease from time to time.  

Detecting viruses in the stratosphere and identifying potential pandemic strains before they descend to ground and 

wreak havoc in the near future may well be an enterprise that we would be forced to contemplate.  Like the 

inevitability of climate change in the short term, the ultimate depopulation of the planet in a few billion years should 

be recognised as a fact.  Our subjection to the power of nature should, at least in principle, put our political theories 

into a proper perspective, and our political leaders in their place.  Over the medium term our history and biology 

will be dictated more by cosmic events such as comet impacts and comet-borne viral pandemics rather than by the 

affairs of men.

A Special Astronomy Lecture by Prof. Chandra Wickramasinghe 

12 noon (Hindi) 1:30 pm Marathi) 
3:00 pm (English)  4:30 pm Hindi)

(MONDAY CLOSED)

Space Science Lecture

Nehru Centre cordially invites you to a lecture on “NASA’s Search for Water in the Solar System” by  
Dr. Jaydeep Mukherjee, Director, NASA Florida Space Grant Consortium, Florida, USA.

Date: Saturday, 5 December 2015, 5.00 p.m.
Venue: Hall of Culture, Discovery of India Building, 
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai 400018.



STAR CHART FOR DECEMBER 2015

Phases of the Moon (timings in IST hh:mm)

  Full                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Last Quarter                 New Moon                        First Quarter                 
(Krishna Paksha           (Amavasya)                        (Shukla Paksha             (Poornima)        
Ashtami) Ashtami)

 Moon                         

    03 Dec., 13:10                 11 Dec., 15:59                    18 Dec., 20:44               25 Dec., 16:41
                          

                                                    

The map shows slightly more sky than that will be visible  from a given 
location. Thus the map can be used elsewhere in India at 21:00 hrs Indian 
Time. Hold the chart vertically before your eye sand turn it until the 
geographical direction you are facing shows at the bottom of the chart.

(Disclaimer: The Indian names of the stars and planet, 

given in parenthesis for the purpose to remind the reader 

that India has a rich astronomical tradition. We do not 

subscribe to astrology.)

The evening sky of December ’15  has no 
planetary attraction. Saturn that was 
above the western horizon for last few 
months is now too close to the sun to be 
seen. It will reappear above the eastern 
horizon before the sunrise by the end of 
the month.

Mercury can be seen above the western 
horizon after 3rd week of December.  It 
reaches greatest eastern elongation on 
29th of December. It would set almost an 
hour and a half after the sun. It is rather an 
easy object to catch from latitudes closer 
to the equator.  It is said that Copernicus 
who suggested that the planets go round 
the sun had never seen this planet.

The morning sky has Jupiter, Mars and 
Venus with Arcturus (Swati) and Spica 
(Chitra) above the eastern horizon. 
Watch moon marching past these planets 
from 4th to 8th December.  On 4th Dec it 
will be about 3 deg southwest (a bit above 
and to the right) of Jupiter.  On 5th it is 
halfway between Jupiter and Mars. Then 
on 6th it can be seen right above Mars. On 
7th Moon is close to Spica with Venus 6 
deg below it and finally on 8th thin lunar 
crescent can be seen right below Venus.

So far we talked about the planets those 
can be seen ‘easily’ with naked eyes.  
Uranus which was  discovered using a 
telescope is just within the naked eye 
limit.  It is nearly overhead this month 
and can be spotted easily using a small 
telescope.  

Winter Solstice takes place on Dec 22nd  
at 10:18.

Geminid meteor shower peaks on 14th 
Dec at about 11:30 pm IST.  It is one of the 
finest and most reliable meteor shower.
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Classical Violin Recital by Anupriya Deotale 
& Vocal Recital by Gauri Pathare
Classical Violin Recital by Anupriya Deotale 
& Vocal Recital by Gauri Pathare
Anupriya Deotale Gauri Pathare

She is the daughter of legendary 
Hindi Poet, Prof. Chandrakant 
Deotale. She has received guidance 
from the Sarod maestros, Ustad 
Amjad Ali Khan and Pandit Mukesh 
Sharma

Anupriya is an ‘A’ Grade Artist of All 
India Radio, established artist of the 
ICCR and she performs regularly for 
the Spic Macay. Anupriya has 
represented India in 40 countries. 

She has founded the Amir Khusro 
Centre for Music to promote the 
awareness, knowledge and the 
cultural value of Indian classical 
Music among the youth in India.

She got interested in Hindustani 
classical vocal music by listening to 
her mother, Dr. Vidya Damle, who 
herself is disciple of Pt. Jitendra 
Abhisheki. She later on had training 
from Pt. Jitendra Abhisheki and 
Pandita Padma Talwalkar.

Gauri is an ‘A’ Graded Artist of All 
India Radio. She has given playback 
in films. She was awarded the 
pres t ig ious  ‘Swara  Bhaskar ’  
puraskar instituted in memory of late 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi for the year 
2012-13. 

She has toured extensively abroad 
and conducted numerous classical 
music workshops. She has also 
performed live on Australia Radio.

16th December 2015, 6.30 pm
Hall of Culture
Discovery of India Building

Entry: Free to all Music Lovers
Book online by visiting our website:
www.nehru-centre.org

Review

CHILDRENS’  THEATRE
FESTIVAL

To commemorate Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s Birth Anniversary, a festival 
of  Childrens’  Plays  was  organized 
at the Nehru Centre Auditorium.

Following plays were presented:

4th November 2015

NAEEMA - EK UDAN 
KI  KAHANI (Hindi)
Produced by Salaam Bombay 
Foundation, Mumbai

5th November 2015

CHANDU  KI  CHACHI (Hindi)
Produced by Yatri Theatre, Mumbai

The plays were attended by students’ 
community,  their parents and drama 
lovers. The audience enjoyed and 
appreciated the plays.
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Programmes for
December  2015
KIRAN  SONI  GUPTA
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Kiran Soni Gupta, an IAS Officer is 
an acclaimed artist and writer. She is 
a self taught artist and her oil 
p a i n t i n g s  a r e  i n  a b s t r a c t  
compositions. She has had many 
shows to her credit in India and 
abroad.

Tuesday 1st December to 
Monday 7th December 2015   

( AC Gallery )

PRASHANT  MHAPSEKAR

Prashant secured Diploma in 
Commercial Art from L. S. Raheja 
School of Art, Mumbai. His portrait 
paintings are in various mediums.

Tuesday 1st December to 
Monday 7th December 2015     

( Circular Gallery )

SANJAY  SHELAR

Sanjay  secured Government  
D i p l o m a  i n  P a i n t i n g  f r o m  
Kananiketan Mahavidyalaya,  
Kolhapur. The books on his ‘Still 
Life’, ‘Sketching & Drawing’ have 
been published. He has won many 
awards and had many shows in 

India. His figurative paintings are in 
oils and acrylics.

Tuesday 8th December to 
Monday 14th December 2015    

( AC Gallery )

VIVEK  PRABHUKELUSKAR

Vivek is a self taught artist. He does 
water colour landscapes. He has had 
many exhibitions in India.

Tuesday 8th December to 
Monday 14th December 2015  

( Circular Gallery )

BHAVESH  ZALA

Bhavesh obtained Diploma in 
Painting from Gujarat. He has widely 
exhibited his paintings in India and 
won many awards. His figurative 
paintings and landscapes are in 
water colours. 

Tuesday 15th December to 
Monday 21st December 2015  

( Circular Gallery )

SANTOSH  LAD

Santosh has done Graphic Designing 
and 2D Animation Course. He has 
had exhibitions in Mumbai. His 
paintings are figurative in pencil and 
acrylic colours.

Tuesday 22nd December to 
Monday 28th December 2015  

( Circular Gallery )

MANCHAK  KALE

Manchak secured A.T.D.; G.D.A. 
and Dip.A.Ed. in Painting. He has 
part ic ipated in  many group 
e x h i b i t i o n s .  H i s  f i g u r a t i v e  
compositions are in acrylic on 
canvas.

Tuesday 29th December to 
Monday 4th January 2016    

( Circular Gallery )

Painting by Kiran Soni Gupta
Painting by Sanjay Shelar

Painting by Vivek Prabhukeluskar

Painting by Manchak Kale
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Tuesday, 17th December 2015 
to Sunday, 3rd January 2016
      

Indian Master’s Retrospective

Shri Deenanath Dalal
B: 1916    D: 1971

Time: 11.00 am to 7.00 pmNehru Centre Art Gallery

Nehru Centre Art Gallery is celebrating the Birth 

Centenary of late Shri Deenanath Dalal by showcasing 

an exhibition of his paintings. This is the twenty third 

exhibition  in  the  series  of  Master’s  Retrospective.

Shri Dalal belonged to Goa, the land of rich heritage of 

art and culture. He was basically a classical painter and 

later also became a commercial painter. He retained the 

classical character in his commercial work. His 

paintings always revealed simplicity that is the intrinsic 

elegance of a woman. His sketches in pencil, pen & ink 

are as powerful as his paintings. He also made some 

caricatures of well-known people. He was a recipient of 

innumerable prestigious awards.

Shri Dalal designed and illustrated for many 

prestigious magazines and novels. He enjoyed the 

company of novelists, playwrights and painters.

We are extremely happy to showcase Shri Deenanath 

Dalal’s contribution to the art world in his Birth 

Centenary year.



R. N. I. No. MAHENG/1999/121                                                                                                        MCW/114/2015-2017 

For Private Circulation Only

NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

 
MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT    *    WITNESS TO HISTORY

*  REMEMBERING EINSTEIN    *   

 INDIAN ASTRONOMY A Source Book

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: The Planetarium Way

SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

DISCOVERY OF INDIA  Abridged and illustrated 

NEHRU REVISITED

RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

Colourful Catalogues for Sale

1. J. B. DIKSHIT  /  2. R. K. LAXMAN  

3. MARIO DE MIRANDA  /  4.  G. N. JADHAV    

5.  ART HERITAGE OF MAHARASHTRA

6.  HAREN DAS  /  7.  PROF. P. A. DHOND

8.  COLLECTOR'S PRIDE  /  9.  K. B. KULKARNI

10.  VINAYAK S. MASOJI

11.  SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)

VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR

KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI

* GOVIND MALADKAR

12.  NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR

13.  NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR

14.  "GURU-SHISHYA" 

BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR

15.  D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)

16.  MILLENNIUM SHOW

(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)

17. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM

18. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR

19. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR

20. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR

ART FUSION 

2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013 / 2014

SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture 

DISCOVERY OF INDIA 
VCD Version

Set of ten greeting cards 
Based on Discovery of India Exposition

Set of five assorted  gift cards 
Designed by Handicapped children

Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor, 
NEHRU CENTRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Design & Layout  : Imtiaz Kalu
Photography: Vasant Vedre

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni at Discovery of India Building,
 Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.   Tel : 2496 4676  Fax : 2497 3827 

Printed at M/s Trimurti Enterprises, 229, A/2, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate, 
Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 8652666981 / 9820280366     

Editor : Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni  
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LIBRARY

New arrivals: DVDs

Sr. No.         Title

 1 Title: Timeless portrayal 
Description: Indian miniature painting
Duration: 34.38 mins. 

2

  3

Title: The black gold of Bidar 
Description: The art of bidriware
Duration: 25.41 mins. 

Title: Krishna
Description: Through story and songs
Duration: 29.20 mins. 

Title: Theva
Description: A golden craft of Rajasthan
Duration: 34.38 mins. 

Title: Timeless Art
Description: Indian sculpture - a story
Duration: 34.15 mins. 

Title: Timeless heritage in store
Description: Architectural heritage of Mumbai
Duration: 20.39 mins. 

Jhini jhini
Description: The story of Indian textiles through
texture and metaphor
Duration: 31.35 mins.

4

5

6

  7 Title: 

NEHRU CENTRE LIBRARY

: nehru-centre.org/library.html

: nehrucentrelibrary.blogspot.in

: nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in

: www.facebook.com/NehruCentreLibrary

Open: 

Timing: 10 am to 6 pm

2nd & 4th Saturday

Closed on Sundays and 
public holidays

Monday to Friday, 
1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays

Timing: 10 am to 2 pm
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Date of Publication: 18th of every month

Posted at Worli, MDG, Mumbai - 400 018. on 24/25th of previous month
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