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Events At a Glance...
Cultural Wing
Begum Hyder Mahal
(A Dance Ballet on the life of Quli
Qutub Shah)
6th June 2014, 6.30 pm
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Art Fusion Show 2014
Nehru Centre is organizing Art Fusion
Show 2014 for the eighth year in
succession.
Artists from all over
Maharashtra will showcase their
works.
20th to 27th June 2014
Hall of Progress

Art Gallery

“Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on Democracy”
As is well known, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru was a great democrat and had
expressed his views on
Parliamentary Democracy both in
Parliament and outside through his
lectures. In his 125th birth
anniversary year, we are publishing
some excerpts of his speeches on the
Parliamentary Democracy as a
homage to his memory.
Excerpts
The Two Houses
The successful working of our
Constitution, as of any democratic
structure, demands the closest
co-operation between the two

Houses. They are in fact, parts of the
same structure and any lack of that
spirit of co-operation and
accommodation would lead to
difficulties and come in the way of
the proper functioning of our
Constitution. It is, therefore,
peculiarly to be regretted that any
sense of conflict should arise between
the two Houses. For those who are
interested in the success of the great
experiment in nation-building that
we have embarked upon, it is a
paramount duty to bring about this
close co-operation and respect for
each other. There can be no
contd. on page 2

HOMAGE

‘CHATAK’ - A Monsoon show
of Student Artists
Tuesday, 24th June to
Wednesday, 2nd July 2014
AC & Circular Gallery
Dear Subscribers
You are requested to renew your
subscription for the year 2014-2015 if
not already done, so that the
Newsletter can be sent to you without
any break.
The cheque should be drawn in
favour of Nehru Centre only.
Thanks to the subsribers for their
continued co-operation and interest
in the Nehru Centre activities.
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Shri R. D. Pradhan, Vice-Chairman Nehru Centre paying tribute to late Shri Rajni Patel, Founder Member and
Former General Secretary, Nehru Centre, on his 32nd Death Anniversary. Dr. J. N. Banerjee, Member, Executive
Committee, Shri I. M. Kadri, General Secretary, Smt. Bakul Patel, Joint Secretary, Nehru Centre alognwith the staff
of Nehru Centre were present on the occasion.
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constitutional differences between
the two Houses, because the final
authority is the Constitution itself.
That the Constitution treats the two
Houses equally, except in certain
financial matters which are to be the
sole purview of the House of the
People. In regard to what these are,
the Speaker is the final authority…
Statement in the House of the
People (Lok Sabha), May 6, 1953
Government and the People
This Seminar, to discuss
parliamentary democratic forms of
government is a very good move. I
have looked at the heads of discussion
on which papers have been received.
They are interesting aspects of
parliamentary democracy, but it
seems to me that they deal with
somewhat superficial aspects of the
question. Democracy, as a speaker just
now said, is a means to an end. What is
the end we aim at? I do not know if
everybody will agree with me, but I
would say the end is the good life for
the individual. What form it should
take can be argued about, but the good
life certainly must imply a certain
satisfaction of the essential economic
needs, which will release him from
continuous oppression, and which
will give him a chance to develop his
creative faculties.
Parliamentary democracy is a
growth of the last 150 or 200 years.
We must remember that even in
England the franchise was strictly
limited till recently. Twenty or thirty
years ago a small percentage of the
population had the vote. Even now in
quite advanced countries, women,
who form half the population, do not
have the vote. Democracy in those
countries is presumably ‘male
democracy’.
It needed many struggles before
democracy in the nineteenth century
could widen out from the strict
confines of certain classes. As the
franchise was extended, the
representatives chosen also ceased to
belong to the higher classes. It is only
in the last thirty years or so that adult
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franchise has come into being in a
number of countries. This period is
not long enough really to tell us what
the ultimate effects of the universal
franchise are likely to be in solving
problems. Problems are solved not
merely by the governmental
structure being good but by the
quality of human beings, their
education and their character. The
machine can, at best, make it easier
for those qualities to develop and
remove any elements which
suppress growth.
In the past, democracy has been
taken chiefly to mean political
democracy, roughly represented by
the idea of every person having a
vote. It is obvious that a vote by itself
does not mean very much to a person
who is down and out and starving.
Such a person will be much more
interested in food to eat than in a
vote. Therefore, political democracy
by itself is not enough except that it
may be used to obtain a gradually
increasing measure of economic
democracy. The good things of life
must become available to more and
more people and gross inequalities
must be removed. That process has,
no doubt, gone on for some time in
countries where there is political
democracy.
Address to the First All-India
Seminar on Parliamentary
Democracy, New Delhi,
February 25, 1956
PARLIAMENTARY
DEMOCRACY
We chose this system of
parliamentary democracy
deliberately; we chose it not only
because, to some extent, we had

always thought on those lines
previously, but because we thought it
was in keeping with our own old
traditions, not the old traditions as
they were, but adjusted to the new
conditions and new surroundings.
We chose it also - let us give credit
where credit is due - because we
approved of its functioning in other
countries, more especially the United
Kingdom.
So, the Parliament and the Lok Sabha
became to some extent like the British
Parliament and the British House of
Commons, in regard to our rules of
procedure and methods of work.
Parliamentary democracy demands
many virtues. It demands, of course,
ability. It demands a certain devotion
to work. But it demands also a large
measure of co-operation, of selfdiscipline, of restraint. It is obvious
that a House like this cannot perform
any functions without a spirit of
co-operation, without a large
measure of restraint and selfdiscipline in each group.
Parliamentary democracy is not
something which can be created in a
country by some magic wand. We
know very well that there are not
many countries in the world where it
functions successfully. I think it may
be said without any partiality that it
has functioned with a very large
measure of success in this country.
Why? No so much because we, the
Members of this House, are
exemplars of wisdom, but. I think,
because of the background in our
country, and because our people
have the spirit of democracy in
them….
Speech in Lok Sabha, March 28, 1957

What Nehru said...
I believe that it is better to hae a second-rate thing made in our own country
than to rely on the first-rate thing which we have to import and which may
stop functioning for lack of spare parts or something else. Therefore, our
policy has been to make things and we have succeeded very largely.
June 23, 1962
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SKY SHOWS : ‘Violent Universe’
Timings
12 noon (Hindi)
3:00 pm (English)

NEHRU PLANETARIUM

1:30 pm (Marathi)
4:30 pm (Hindi)

MONDAY CLOSED

A Special Astrophysics Lecture “The Evolving Universe”was delivered by Prof Alexander Boksenberg, Professor of
Experimental Astronomy, Institute of Astronomy, University of Cambridge, UK on 21 February 2014. We bring you the
final part of his summary of the talk.
The scattering of the radiation by the prior “fog” of free electrons impedes our view of the earlier times but with this then
cleared the Universe became transparent from thereon. The microwave background radiation we now detect from the
ground and satellites in space is this radiation at its last scattering but with its wavelength stretched by the universal
expansion of about 1000 that has happened since then. Observations of this background show that the Universe at that
early time was homogeneous in density to a level of about one part in 100 thousand - in appearance flatter in contrast than
a sheet of white paper. Nevertheless, structural imprints of the quantum state of the Universe at its earliest times are
reflected in this background, and in very recent observations evidence for the presence gravitational waves has been
found which if verified is a direct consequence of the inflationary period.
The continually cooling Universe then entered a “dark age”. Despite the on-going expansion and the near-homogeneity,
regions of so-called dark matter (we know what this does but not yet what it is) having a slight density enhancement over
the average progressively drew gravitationally together and initiated the formation of a vast structural network
permeating the Universe. In its denser regions this attracted and concentrated the accompanying normal matter (i.e. the
hydrogen, helium and additional traces) enough to make it collapse and through its resultant heating to form stars
energized by nuclear fusion in their cores, then galaxies of stars, re-lighting the Universe and re-ionizing the hydrogen
and partially the helium in the extended medium between the galaxies. Super-massive black holes forming at the centres
of some galaxies caused the generation of energetic new radiation emanating from rapidly in-spiralling gas, which
completed the re-ionization of the intergalactic helium. Depending on the individual masses of the stars, the nuclear
activity progressed to form heavier elements - carbon, oxygen, and so on - and the stellar structures evolved to shed
these products into the surrounding medium, relatively gently for the lower mass stars but with enormous violence for
the massive stars which have energetic short lives and finish as remnants of vast supernova explosions. The heaviest
elements, those beyond iron, were formed during such explosions. In a continuing cycle, still active today, new
generations of stars forming in the regions containing such emitted heavy elements (although with hydrogen remaining
by far the most dominant) in their turn incrementally enrich the interstellar medium ever further.
Galaxies, in forming, had largely congregated in clusters. Large galaxies like the Milky Way, with more than 100
billion stars, evolved from mergers of smaller ones, in the process also initiating new star formation. Dusty discs of
gas around forming stars aggregated into planetary systems, such as now can be seen still forming, for example in
the relatively nearby Orion Nebula. The expansion of the Universe continued to slow down under its large-scale
gravity until at age about five billion years the ever-present vacuum energy (again, we know what it does but not
what it is), also known as dark energy, came to dominate over gravity and began accelerating the expansion.
Consequently in the very distant future the vast population of about 100 billion galaxies which fill our currently
observable Universe will have disappeared out of view leaving just the few galaxies gravitationally bound with
ours (through the accompanying dark matter) in our local cluster.
While we get much information about the makeup of the Universe from the radiation we receive, this goes hand in hand
with fundamental physics, the bedrock of all we know, which itself is advancing both from studies on Earth and
phenomena first seen in the sky. Not least, this needs to be applied to the still mysterious dark matter and dark energy
which together make up about 95% of the Universe today. It is surely sobering to realise the elements of ordinary matter of
which we are made contribute only 5% to the totality of the Universe. So too is the concept of the multiverse, the idea
supported by a number of astronomers that our Universe is just one of a vast population having a wide range of
fundamental properties.
Nehru Centre Newsletter - June 2014
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URANUS
It was the night of March 13, 1781. William Herschel,
musician turned astronomer was observing the sky in
the direction of Taurus constellation.
He was recording the positions of stars. He spotted a star
like object with an unusual appearance. It was like a disk
whose diameter increased with higher magnification.
Stars on the other hand always appeared as point
sources, at any given magnification. Also the position of
this object changed from night to night. Herschel,
therefore, knew that it is not a star. He thought that he
has discovered a new comet. But again his object lacked
telltale appearance of a comet that is tail or a coma.
The most intriguing fact was that the orbit of the object
was less like that of a comet and more like that of a planet.
Herschel himself was against the possibility of his object
being a planet. At that point in time the outermost planet
of the solar system was Saturn. But by 1783 he accepted
that he had indeed discovered a new planet.
Astronomer Royal, Nevil Maskelyne asked Herschel to name the planet and Herschel decided to call it Georgium Sidus or
Georg’s Star in honor of King George III. This proposal remained popular only in Britain. Eventually the object was
named Uranus in the popular convention – father of Saturn (Cronus) and grandfather of Jupiter (Zeus).
Uranus became the first planet to be discovered, by William Herschel, after the invention of telescopes. However, the
planet does become bright enough to be seen with naked eyes and there are many instances that prior to Herschel other
astronomers have seen the planet in their telescope but failed to recognize the importance of their observations.
The diameter of Uranus is 25,362 km, a little over two times the diameter of the Earth. It is at about 3 billion kilometers for
the Sun and revolves around it once every 84 Earth years.
A ring system around the planet was discovered on March 10, 1977. It was a serendipitous discovery. Uranus was going
to come between the Earth and a distant star. The event is called occultation and is similar to the solar eclipse.
Astronomers wanted to study the effect of possible atmosphere of Uranus as the star was going behind the planet.
However, prior to the event changes in the brightness of the star light was detected. Analyses of this observation lead to
the discovery of the ring system of Uranus.
Uranus has 30 known moon and they are named after characters from the works of William Shakespeare and Alexander
Pope.
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Cultural Wing

Begum Hyder Mahal
A Dance Ballet on the
life of Quli Qutub Shah
This is the life story of Begum
Hyder Mahal, wife of Quli Qutub
shah who witnessed the
onslaught of plague spreading
misery and death of hundreds of
people.
Begum Hyder Mahal spent her
time in the service of plague
affected people resulting in the
loss of two of her own kids. Later
she herself was infected with
plague. She took a promise from
Quli Qutub Shah to take utmost
care of the people and infuse
health consciousness .

Review

Inter Art

A Three Days - INTER ART FESTIVAL - dedicated to the memory of Vikram
Sarabhai, devised by Darpana Academy of Performing Arts was performed
during 16th to 18th April 2014. The programme consisted of:
LDR
Exploring the nature of long distance relationships and the displacement.
UNEARTHED
A story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez into a physical theatre performance.
THE DAMMED
Bringing to the fore the issue of internally displaced people.
The festival was well attended by the theatre lovers.
Scenes from LDR

Scenes from UNEARTHED

She was a fine example of service
to humanity.
Design & Direction
Latafat Husain Kazi
Choreography
Jhelum Paranjape
Music
Siraj Khan

Scenes from THE DAMMED

6th June 2014, 6.30 pm
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Entry: Entrace Cards will be
available on Tuesday, 3rd June 2014
from 10.30 am until availability of
entrance cards from Booking
Counter of Nehru Centre
Auditorium.
Nehru Centre Newsletter - June 2014
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The Art

Gallery

Programmes for
June 2014
ASHOK
HYALIJ

DHIVARE

.

VANRAJSINH JHALA

SHEKHAR HIREKHAN
Shekhar has secured B.F.A. from
Indore. He has participated in many
shows and won awards. His
paintings are in one colour.

KAILAS

Tuesday 10th June to
Monday 16th June 2014
( Circular Gallery)

ART INDIA FOUNDATION
presents Children’s Art
Painting by Ashok Dhivare
Painting by Vanrajsinh Jhala

Ashok secured G.D.A. from
Chitrakala Mahavidyalaya, Nashik
and Dip A.Ed. from Sir J. J. School of
Art, Mumbai. He has many shows
and awards to his credit. His
landscapes are in water colours.

Vanrajsinh has completed G.D.A.
and A.M. from Gujarat. His figurative
compositions are in acrylic on canvas.
Tuesday 3rd June to
Monday 9th June 2014
( Circular Gallery)

MANOJ MAURYA

Painting by Kailas Hyalij

Kailas has obtained G.D.; A.T.D. and
Dip. A.Ed. from Nashik. He has
participated in many shows and won
awards. His paintings are in abstract
forms in acrylic on canvas.

Tuesday 3rd June to
Monday 9th June 2014
( AC Gallery)
April 2014
2011
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Painting by Manoj Maurya

Manoj graduated in B.A. & B.F.A.
from Varanasi. He also has done post
graduation in Advertising from
Delhi. His figurative compositions
are in oil on canvas.
Tuesday 10th June to
Monday 16th June 2014
( AC Gallery)

Art Indian Foundation based in
Pune executes several projects for
creating awareness of Art in the
society. The focus area is
children, includes special
children. They will exhibit the
Children’s Art in this show.
Tuesday 17th June to
Monday 23rd June 2014
( AC Gallery)
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‘CHATAK’ - 2014

A Monsoon Show
of Student Artists

Painting by Sagar Maske

Painting by Swapnil Mhapankar

The twentysecond year of ‘Chatak’ - A
Monsoon Show of Student Artists studying
in various Art Colleges of Maharashtra will
exhibit their new art works in this show.

Painting by Madhavi Ramane

Around thirty students from Nagpur, Satara,
Nashik, Pune, Sangli, Thane and Mumbai are
participating in the show. Their artworks are
in different styles and mediums which
includes sculptures.
... and the first drop
of rain arrived to quench
the thirst of the Chatak
(a lengendary bird)

Tuesday 24th June 2014 to
Wednesday 2nd July 2014
(AC Gallery & Circular Gallery)

Fusion Show 2014
Artists from Maharashtra
This year Nehru Centre will
display the artworks of artists
from Mumbai and hinterland of
Maharashtra.

Painting by Yashas Patel

Pratibha Wagh
Vasudeo Kamath

Yashwant Shirwadkar

Dattatraya Padekar

Ashok Dharmadhikari
Vijaykumar Dhumal

The exhibition will be open for
public from :

Saturday 21st June 2014
to Friday 27th June 2014
Venue : Hall of Progress
Vikrant Manjrekar
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Pradeep Shinde

Shrikant Kashelkar
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R. N. I. No. MAHENG/1999/121

MCW/114/2012-2014

FOR PRIVATE
CIRCULATION ONLY
NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

LIBRARY

MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT * WITNESS TO HISTORY
* REMEMBERING EINSTEIN *
INDIAN ASTRONOMY A Source Book
EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: The Planetarium Way
SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT
DISCOVERY OF INDIA Abridged and illustrated

New Arrivals - Books
Title

Author

1

New light on Hampi: recent research
in Vijayanagara

John M. Fritz. ed. and
George Michell. ed.

2

Twentieth century Indian sculpture:
the last two decades

Shivaji K. Panikkar. ed.

3

Picure showmen: insights into the
narrative traditon in Indian art

Jyotindra Jain. ed.

4

Silent splendour: palaces of the
Deccan, 14th-19th centuries

Helen Philon. ed.

5

Portraits in princely India: 1700-1947

Rosie Llewellyn Jones. ed.

6

After the great Mughals: painting in
and the regional courts in the 18th
and 19th centuries

Barbara Schmitz. ed.

7

Mughal masters: further studies

Asok Kumar Das. ed.

8

Riots and after in Mumbai: chronicles Meena Menon
of truth and reconciliation

9

Create your own stage production

Gill Davies

10

Stage source book: props

Gill Davies

Sr. No.

NEHRU REVISITED
RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY
CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA
Colourful Catalogues for Sale
1. R. K. LAXMAN / 2. MARIO DE MIRANDA
3. G. N. JADHAV / 4. ART HERITAGE OF
MAHARASHTRA
5. HAREN DAS / 6. PROF. P. A. DHOND
7. COLLECTOR'S PRIDE / 8. K. B. KULKARNI
9. VINAYAK S. MASOJI
10. SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)
VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR
KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI
* GOVIND MALADKAR
11. NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR
12. NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR
13. "GURU-SHISHYA"
BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR
14. D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)
15. MILLENNIUM SHOW
(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)
16. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM
17. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR
18. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR
19. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR
ART FUSION
2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013
SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture
DISCOVERY OF INDIA
VCD Version
Set of ten greeting cards
Based on Discovery of India Exposition
Set of five assorted gift cards
Designed by Handicapped children
Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor,
NEHRU CENTRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Students doing their summer projects in the Library

: nehru-centre.org/library.html
: nehrucentrelibrary.blogspot.in
: nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in

Monday to Friday,
1st & 3rd Saturday
Timings: 10 AM TO 6 PM
2nd & 4th Saturday
Timings: 10 AM TO 2 PM

Please Note:
The Library will remain closed from Monday, 16th June 2014 to Saturday 21st June for
maintenance work.
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