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Events At a Glance...
Lecture
India’s Foreign Policy & Regional
Multilateralism
by Dr. Arndt Michael of Germany
(Recipient of Gisela Bonn
Award 2013)
on Tuesday, October 7, 2014
Time: 6.00 pm
Venue: “Who Are We” Hall

Library
Celebrating Wildlife Week
by Ms. Katie Bagli
on Saturday, 4th October, 2014
Time: 10.00 am to 12 noon
Venue: Hall of Harmony
For Students of Stds. V to VII

“Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on Democracy”
In the monthly Newsletters for June,
July, August and September 2014, as a
homage to the memory of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in his 125th Birth
Anniversary year, some excerpts from
his speeches both in Parliament and
outside on Parliamentary Democracy
were published.
Much before India’s independence
Pandit Nehru in his book “Glimpses of
World History” had traced the origin
and advance of democracy in France
and other countries from the 18th
Century.
Following are some glimpses of his
writings:
THE ADVANCE OF DEMOCRACY

Cultural Wing
TWO WOMEN: JNANADA AND
KADAMBARI
(A Multi Media Presentation
in English & Bengali)
10th October 2014, 6.30 pm
Hall of Culture

“LEELAVATI” - A Dance Ballet
(Based on the 12th century
mathematical treatise of the famous
astronomer Bhaskacharya)
17th October 2014, 6.30 pm
Nehru Centre Auditorium
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The new science of economics was
confined to professors and a few wellread men. But meanwhile the new
ideas of democracy were spreading,
and the American and French
Revolutions gave them tremendous
popularity and advertisement. The
fine sounding words and phrases of
the American Declaration of
Independence and the French
Declaration of Rights stirred people to
the depths. To the millions who were
oppressed and exploited they brought
a thrill and a message of deliverance.
Both the declarations spoke of liberty
and equality and of the right to
happiness which everyone has. The
proud declaration of these precious
rights did not result in the people
obtaining them. Even now, a century

and a half after these declarations, few
can be said to enjoy them. But even the
declaration of these principles was
extraordinary and life-giving. ….
Democracy did not, of course, say that
all men were in fact equal. It could not
say this, because it is obvious enough
that there are inequalities between
different men. ….
But so far as democracy is concerned,
it admitted that men were as a matter
of fact unequal, and yet it stated that
each one of them should be treated as
having an equal political and social
value. If we accept this democratic
theory in its entirety, we are led to all
manner of revolutionary conclusions.
We need not go into these at this stage,
but one obvious consequence of the
theory was that each person should
have a vote for the election of a
representative to the governing
assembly or parliament. The vote was
the symbol of political power, and it
was assumed that if everyone had a
vote, each such person would have an
equal share in political power.
Therefore one of the principal
demands of democracy, right through
the nineteenth century, was the
extension of the franchise that is, the
right to vote. Adult suffrage or
franchise meant that every adult or
grown-up person should have the
vote. For a long time women were not
allowed to vote, and there was not
very long ago a tremendous agitation
contd. on page 2
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by them, especially in Britain. In most
advanced countries now there is adult
suffrage for both men and women. ….
But, curiously enough, when most
people had got the vote they found
that it did not make very much
difference to them. In spite of having
the vote, they had no power, or very
little power, in the State. A vote is of
little use to a hungry man. The people
with real power were those who could
take advantage of his hunger and
make him work to do anything else
that they wanted to their own
advantage. Thus political power,
which the vote was supposed to give,
was seen to be a shadow with no
substance, without economic power
and the brave dreams of the early
democrats, that equality would follow
from the vote, came to nothing. ….
This was, however, a much later
development. In the early days - the
end of the eighteenth and the
beginning of the nineteenth centuries
- there was great enthusiasm among
the democrats. Democracy was going
to make everybody a free and equal
citizen and the government of the
State would work for the happiness of
everybody. There was a great reaction
against the autocracy of kings and
governments of the eighteenth
century and the way they had abused
their absolute power. This led people
to proclaim the rights of individuals in
their declarations. Probably these
statements of the rights of individuals
in the American and French
declarations erred somewhat on the
other side. In a complex society it is
not an easy matter to separate
individuals and give them perfect
freedom. The interests of such an
individual and of society may and do
clash. However this may be,
democracy stood for a great deal of
individual freedom. ….
England, which was backward in
political ideas in the eighteenth
century, was greatly affected by the
American and French Revolutions.
The first reaction was one of fear
against the new democratic ideas and
the possibility of a social revolution at
home. The ruling classes became even
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more conservative and reactionary.
But still the new ideas spread among
the intellectuals. Thomas Paine was
an interesting Englishman of this
period. ….
In Europe the French Revolution was
the parent of the democratic ideas that
spread throughout the first half of the
nineteenth century. Indeed, the very
ideas of the Revolution persisted,
although conditions were rapidly
changing. These democratic ideas
were the intellectual reaction against
king and autocracy. ….
Democracy was thus for many
decades the carrying on of traditions
and ideas of the French Revolution.
This failure to adapt itself to the new
conditions led to the weakening of
democracy towards the end of the
century, and later, in the twentieth
century, to its repudiation by many
people. In India today many of our
advanced politicians still talk in terms
of the French Revolution and the
Rights of Man, not appreciating that
much has happened since then. ….
The early democrats naturally took to
rationalism. Their demand for
freedom of thought and speech could
hardly be reconciled with dogmatic
religion and theology. Thus
democracy joined with science to
weaken the hold of theological
dogmas. ….
John Stuart Mill was a strong advocate
of the democratic idea of liberty for
the individual. He wrote a little book,
On Liberty, which became famous.

I shall give you an extract from this
book in favour of freedom of speech
and the free expression of opinion. ….
"But the peculiar evil of silencing the
expression of an opinion is, that it is
robbing the human nice, posterity as well
as the existing generation, those who
dissent from the opinion, still more than
those who hold it. If the opinion is right,
they are deprived of the opportunity of
exchanging error for truth; if wrong, they
lose, what is almost as great a benefit, the
clearer perception and livelier impression
of truth, produced by its collision with
eror. We can never be sure that the opinion
we are endeavouring to stifle is a false
opinion; and if we were sure, stiffling it
would be an evil still.”
As the nineteenth century grew older
other movements and ideas
developed – the working class
movement and socialism. These had
their influence on current democractic
notions and were themselves affected
by them. Some people looked upon
socialism as an alternative to
democracy; others considered it as a
necessary part of it. We have seen that
the democrats were full of notions of
liberty and equality and every man's
equal right to happiness. But they
realized soon that happiness did not
come by merely making it a
fundamental right. Apart from other
things, a certain measure of physical
well-being was necessary. This led
them to think that happiness
depended on a better distribution of
wealth among the people. This leads
to socialism, and that must wait till
our next letter….

to be continued

What Nehru said...
A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
In India, there came a man in our own generation who inspired us to great
endeavour, ever reminding us that thought and action should never be
divorced from moral principle, that the true path of man is the path of truth
and peace. Under his guidance, we laboured for the freedom of our country,
with ill will to none and achieved that freedom. We called him reverently
and affectionately the Father of our Nation. Yet he was too great for the
circumscribed borders of any one country and the message he gave may well
help us in considering the wider problems of the world.
Speech in the House of Representatives and the Senate, Washington D.C., October 13, 1949
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SKY SHOWS : ‘Ancient Skies & Ancient Mysteries’
Timings
12 noon (Hindi)
3:00 pm (English)

NEHRU PLANETARIUM

1:30 pm (Marathi)
4:30 pm (Hindi)

MONDAY CLOSED

A Special Astronomy Lecture
by Prof. Naba K. Mondal
A Special Astronomy Lecture ‘Neutrinos: A new window
to the universe’ by P
 rof. Naba K. Mondal, Project Director,
India-based Neutrino Observatory and Senior Professor,
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research Homi Bhabha
Road, Mumbai was held on Friday , 22 August 2014 .We
bring you the summary of the talk.
Neutrinos, “the tiniest quantity of reality ever imagined by
a human being”, as quoted by its co-discoverer Frederick
Reines, never ceased to puzzle physicists.

Prof. Naba K. Mondal

Wolfgang Pauli introduced neutrino in 1930 as a desperate remedy to save the “law of conservation of Energy”. It then
took twenty seven long years to find the first experimental evidence for its existence. The reason for this long wait is its
extreme reluctance to interact with matter. Neutrino can pass through the earth, the sun or other astrophysical objects
without much interaction. They interact at the best only one time over one billion in the huge apparatus built to detect
them. This particular property of neutrino however turns out to be a blessing in disguise as it opens up a new window to
look at the interior of sun and other astrophysical objects.
Over the last several decades, dedicated neutrino experiments around the globe have looked for neutrinos from the sun,
from outer space, from interior of the earth and from man-made activities. These experiments have answered many of the
questions related to particle physics, astrophysics and even geophysics.
India has a long tradition in neutrino physics. In fact, the first ever cosmic ray produced neutrino was detected in an
experiment in the deep mines of Kolar Gold Fields in 1965. India is again planning to setup an experiment called Indiabased Neutrino Observatory (INO) to study some of the properties of neutrinos.
The proposed location of the laboratory is in the Bodi-West Hills region in Pottipuram panchayat near Bodinayakanur in
Theni district of Tamil Nadu. Though the location is close to the Kerala border, the tunnel and laboratory are entirely
located below the mountain inside the state of Tamil Nadu.
He further stated that excitement for carrying out front ranking research in the area of neutrino physics is the prime
motivation. The detector that we are going to setup will address one of the key questions in the field of neutrino physics
today. This in turn will guide us to pick up the correct theory beyond our current knowledge in particle physics. We will
also learn about how matter behaved at extremely high energies as it existed at the early stage of our universe.
Equally importantly, in the process of building this massive detector, we will develop various cutting edge technologies
for state of the art particle detectors, the massive 50 kton magnet, sophisticated electronics, online monitoring and data
acquisition system. Science students from all over the country including those from Tamil Nadu and Kerala will have the
opportunity to participate in building each of these components from scratch. In fact some of them are already doing that.
Industries will be involved in a big way in developing many of these tools. So the benefits will go beyond just doing front
ranking basic research. It will create an ambience of developing technology with ones own hands, a culture that is lacking
in India.
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PLUTO
As we saw in the last article (Sept 2014) discovery of Pluto came after a long,
hard and systematic search by one single individual Clyde Tombaugh who
was then just a 23 year old. Pluto then had become third planet to be
discovered after the advent of telescopes. But Pluto's status as planet lasted
just about 76 years.
Soon after the discovery it was realized that Pluto was quite different than
other planets. To begin with Pluto was found to be too faint than expected.
Then even at the highest magnification the disk of the planet was not resolved.
Possibly the size of the 'planet' was too small. Astronomers tried to estimate
the mass of the Pluto by finding out its effect on the Neptune and Uranus.
First such attempt yielded that mas of Pluto is about the mass of Earth. Later
calculation brought the mass down to the mass of Mars that is about one tenth
that of Earth.
In 1978 a moon of Pluto was (later named Charon) was discovered and
astronomers could calculate its mass with greater degree of certainty. It came out to be 0.2 % that of Earth. Object of this
mass could hardly affect orbits of Uranus and Neptune that can be measured. Certainly Pluto was not the planet that
people were looking at as the ninth planet. Some astronomers carried out search for the 'Planet X', without any success.
The orbit of Pluto was very different than other planets. Orbits of all other planets are nearly circular and the planets are
nearly in the same plane. Orbit of Pluto is rather too elongated or elliptical. So much so that Pluto actually crosses over
the orbit of Neptune. Between 7th Feb 1979 and 11 Feb 1999 Pluto was closer to the Sun than Neptune. No other planet
crossed the orbit of some other planet.
This and for other reasons astronomers were not quite happy about putting Pluto in the list of solar system planet but
since this was the only discovery to go by Pluto was placed in the list of planets.
Then in 1977 an object was discovered that had very similar orbital characteristics as that of Pluto. It was classified as
asteroid and was named Chiron. Later it was found that it actually behaved like a typical comet and now it is classified as
comet.
In the meantime there was a giant leap in observing techniques. By end of 1970 a new device that was later come to be
known as Charge Coupled Device or CCD was discovered. It is far more versatile than the use of photographic material
for making images. This device brought in revolution in imaging technique. Using this electronic device more and more
objects, similar to the characteristic of Pluto were discovered.
An object discovered in 2005 , later named Eris, has characteristics similar to that of Pluto and it is about 27% more
massive. This object could not be, like Pluto, called planet but it was not an asteroid either. But they also had no clear
definition of what can be called a planet.
In 2006 astronomers came up with clear definition for what can be called a planet and also created a new category of solar
system objects as 'Dwarf Planets' . International Astronomical Union recognize Ceres (which was the first asteroid to be
discovered), Pluto, Eris, Haumea, and Makemake as dwarf planet and there are 5 more objects which can be called as
dwarf planets but not yet in the official list and 27 more which are highly likely dwarf planets.
Coming back to Pluto, it orbits the sun once every 247.68 years with average speed of 4.7 km/sec and its diameter is 2322
k.m. and has 6 moons.
We will have more detailed information about Pluto when next year 2015 on July 14 space craft New Horizon is going
to flyby this dwarf planet.
Nehru Centre Newsletter - October 2014
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Cultural Wing
TWO WOMEN: JNANADA
AND KADAMBARI
(A Multi Media Presentation in English
& Bengali)

Author & Producer:
Aruna Chakravarti
(An Eminent academic, translator and novelist)

LEELAVATI - A Dance Ballet
(Based on the 12th century mathematical
treatise of the famous astronomer
Bhaskaracharya)

Concept, Visualisation, Choreography &
Direction: Jhelum Paranjape
Assistant: Mitali Kamat, Gowree Jogalekar

Dramatized Readings:
Minoti Chatterjee & Averee Chaurey
(Actors of high repute with years of performance
behind them both in India and abroad)
Musical Interludes:
Jayati Ghosh
(An eminent professional singer well known in India
and abroad)

Creative Consultant: Vasant Bapat
Advisor: Prof. Jayant Narlikar
Music: Late Anand Modak
Lights & Sound: Arun Madkaikar
Script: Ajit Kelkar

Visuals:
Sharmila Bakshi
(A skilled computer person, who has been successful in
getting together 155 visuals. They comprise images of
Tagore mansion and family, paintings by
Rabindranath and other Painters plus other related
visual material)

Date & Time: 10th October 2014, 6.30 pm
Duration: 90 minutes
Venue: Hall of Culture

Entry: Free to all drama and music lovers
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Costumes: Suchita Thatte, Aruna Joglekar,
Nandkishore Dahale

Date & Time: 17th October 2014, 6.30 pm
Duration: 80 minutes
Venue: Nehru Centre Auditorium
Entry: Entrace Cards will be available on 14th October 2014
from 10.30 am until availability of entrance cards from
Booking Counter of Nehru Centre Auditorium.
Online Booking for free invitation cards will be available at
bookmyshow.com
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The Art

Gallery

Programmes for
October 2014
RAAJAN RAGHAVAN

paintings are in oil on canvas and mix
media on paper.

NITIN KAMBLE

Tuesday 30th September to
Monday 6th October 2014
( Circular Gallery )

PRATIBHA TIGDI .
KISHIN AWATRAMANI .
M. RAMAN CHARY

Painting by Nitin Kamble

Nitin obtained G.D.A. and A.T.D. in
Painting from Mumbai. His
paintings are compositions in acrylic
on canvas and mix media on paper.
Painting by Raajan Raghavan

Raajan received art education from
Mumbai. He has studied art under an
eminent artist, Shri Prithvi Soni. His
paintings are figuratiive in oils and
acrylics.
Tuesday 30th September to
Monday 6th October 2014
( AC Gallery )

KAVITA PANDEY .
SHARAD PANDEY .
MRADULA PANDEY .
NAMITA MISRA
Kavita secured M.A. in Painting from
Jabalpur. She has had many shows.
Her figurative paintings are in oil on
canvas.
Sharad is a self-taught artist. He
works in mix media on landscapes
and portraits.
Mradula is a self-taught artist. She
works in mix media on landscapes
and portraits.
Namita holds M.A. degree in
Painting from Jabalpur. Her
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Tuesday 7th October to
Monday 13th October 2014
( Circular Gallery )

UDAY PALSULEDESAI
Painting by Pratibha Tigdi

Pratibha completed G.D.A. in
painting from L. S. Raheja School of
Art; Dip. A.Ed. from Sir J. J. School of
Art, Mumbai. Her figurative
compostions are in acrylic on canvas.
Kishin is a self-taught artist. His
paintings are on religious themes in
acrylic on canvas.
M. Raman secured G.D.A.; B.F.A.
and Dip. A.Ed. in Painting from Sir J.
J. School of Art, Mumbai. He has had
exhibitions in Mumbai.
Painting by Uday Palsuledesai

His abstract compositions are in
acrylic on canvas.
Tuesday 7th October to
Monday 13th October 2014
( AC Gallery )

Uday secured G.D.A. in Applied Art
and A.T.D. from Mumbai. He has
worked for prestigious Ad Agencies.
Has had many exhibitions. His
figurative paintings are in acrylic and
water colours.
Tuesday 14th October to
Monday 20th October 2014
( AC Gallery )
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environment around the sculptures
in simple technique of Paper pasting.
It takes 3-4 months creating one
sculpture.

SHASHI THAKUR
Shashi has done M.A. in Painting
and P.G. Diploma in Commercial Art
from Jabalpur. She has had many
shows and won awards.

Tuesday 28th October to
Monday 3rd November 2014
( AC Gallery )

Her paintings on nature are in acrylic
on canvas.

DHIRAJ PATIL .
YOGESH SAMBARE .
RAJESH DHANGADA .
MANOJ PAWAR

Tuesday 14th October to
Monday 20th October 2014
( Circular Gallery )

ASHOK MAHAJAN
Painting by Daphene Dias

She also has won many awards. She
works in enamel.
Tuesday 21st October to
Monday 27th October 2014
( Circular Gallery )

“PAPER PASSION”
BY RAJENDRA GOLE

Dhiraj secured A.T.D. and A.M. in
Visual Art from Virar, Mumbai. His
figurative compositions are in acrylic
on canvas.
Yogesh received A.T.D. and A.M.
from Virar, Mumbai. His
compositions and landscapes are in
oils and acrylic on canvas.
Rajesh obtained A.T.D. from Vasai
and A.M. from Panvel, Mumbai. His
paintings are based on Warli
paintings.

Painting by Ashok Mahajan

Ashok received G.D.A. in Painting
from Khiroda, Jalgaon and A.M. from
Sir. J. J. School of Art, Mumbai. He
has had many shows in Mumbai.
His figurative paintings are in oils on
canvas.
Painting by Manoj Pawar

Tuesday 21st October to
Monday 27th October 2014
( AC Gallery )

Manoj secured A.T.D. and A.M. from
Vasai, Mumbai. His calligraphic
compositions are in acrylic on
canvas.

DAPHENE DIAS
Daphene secured B.V.A. from
S.N.D.T. College and Masters in
Mural from Sir J. J. School of Art,
Mumbai. She has many exhibitions
and workshops to her credit.
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Paper Sculpture by Rajendra Gole

Rajendra obtained B.F.A. in Applied
Art from Sir J. J. Institute of Applied
Art, Mumbai. He does realistic paper
sculptures, creating animals, birds,
human figures and the relevant

Tuesday 28th October to
Monday 3rd November 2014
( Circular Gallery )
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R. N. I. No. MAHENG/1999/121

MCW/114/2012-2014

FOR PRIVATE
CIRCULATION ONLY

LIBRARY

NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS
MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT * WITNESS TO HISTORY
* REMEMBERING EINSTEIN *
INDIAN ASTRONOMY A Source Book

New Arrivals - Books
Sr. No.

Title

Author

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: The Planetarium Way

1

Fantastic millennium facts

Russell Ash

SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

2

Exercising for good health

Parul R. Sheth

DISCOVERY OF INDIA Abridged and illustrated

3

The plight of the tropical rainforests:
vanishing Eden

Edward G. Atkins

4

Courts and their judgements:
Arun Shourie
premises, prerequisites, consequences

5

The nature photographer’s complete John Shaw
guide to professional field techniques

6

Indian summer: a mem-sahib in
India and Sind

April Swayne-Thomas

7

The owl: a photographic essay

Manabu Miyazaki

8

World history encyclopedia: 4 million Chariotte Hurdman ed.
years ago to the present day

9

Indian miniatures: In the India
Office Library

10

The best of medical humor: a collection Howard J. Bennett ed.
of articles, essays, poetry and letters
published in the medical literature

NEHRU REVISITED
RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY
CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA
Colourful Catalogues for Sale
1. R. K. LAXMAN / 2. MARIO DE MIRANDA
3. G. N. JADHAV / 4. ART HERITAGE OF
MAHARASHTRA
5. HAREN DAS / 6. PROF. P. A. DHOND
7. COLLECTOR'S PRIDE / 8. K. B. KULKARNI
9. VINAYAK S. MASOJI
10. SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)
VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR
KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI
* GOVIND MALADKAR
11. NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR
12. NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR
13. "GURU-SHISHYA"
BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR
14. D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)
15. MILLENNIUM SHOW
(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)
16. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM
17. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR
18. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR
19. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR
ART FUSION
2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013
SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture

Nehru Centre
Library
introduces
E INFO PACKS
The einfopack for
October 2014 is on
TIGERS.
This e-resource contains information on
books, journal and newspaper articles on
the magnificent animal.
Contact library to access the
einfopack

DISCOVERY OF INDIA
VCD Version
Set of ten greeting cards
Based on Discovery of India Exposition
Set of five assorted gift cards
Designed by Handicapped children
Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor,
NEHRU CENTRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Celebrating Wildlife Week
by Ms. Katie Bagli
on Saturday, 4th October 2014
Time: 10.00 am to 12.00 noon
Venue: Hall of Harmony, Ground Floor
Discovery of India Building,
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli,
Mumbai - 400 018.
For Students of Stds. V to VII
Last date for registration: 30th September 2014
Limited seats, register early
Email: aratidesai@nehru-cntre.org or
call: 24983921

NEHRU CENTRE LIBRARY

Open on:

: nehru-centre.org/library.html

Monday to Friday,
1st & 3rd Saturday
Timings: 10 am to 6 pm

: nehrucentrelibrary.blogspot.in
: nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in

2nd & 4th Saturday
Timings: 10 am to 2 pm

: www.facebook.com/Nehru Centre Library

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni
at Discovery of India Building, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Tel : 2496 4676 Fax : 2497 3827

Printed at M/s Trimurti Enterprises, 229, A/2, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate, Lower Parel,
Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 8652666981 / 9820280366
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