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Events At a Glance...
Library
LET’S READ TOGETHER
Nehru Centre Library will celebrate
the ‘Let’s Read Together’ month all of
May 2015. Parents, bring your
children and their friends and read to
them from their books or the books
from the library. Refer to the library
catalogue for details about children’s
books.
nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in

Cultural Wing
Maikhaar
(A Poetic Canvas)
30th May 2015, 6.30 pm
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Dear Subscribers
You are requested to renew your
subscription for the year 2015-2016 if not
already done, so that the Newsletter can
be sent to you without any break.
The cheque should be drawn in favour of
Nehru Centre only.
Thanks to the subscribers for their
continued co-operation and interest in
the Nehru Centre activities.
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Nehru’s Legacy: A Critical Assessment
Nehru Centre had organized a
talk by Professor Lord Bhikhu
Parekh on “Nehru's Legacy: A
Critical Assessment” on 18th
September 2014. Some excerpts
of his talk were included in the
monthly Newsletter for January
2015. Following are some more
excerpts:
...If you look at all the Prime
Ministers, he was the one who
attended Lok Sabha the most
often. He also spoke in the Lok
Sabha. No other Prime Minister
has beaten his record and equally
important if we make sure all the
great policies that were first
announced in Lok Sabha and not
anywhere else. It is also striking
that every time he spoke the idea
of the democracy of India was
being articulated, incarnated in
his presence and this tremendous
atmosphere within which he
spoke.
He was a man who really cared
for democracy and wanted to
make sure that the foundation of
democracy truly understood that
security in India. It was a nice
achievement but there is also a
darker side to it. The darker side
is that in a parliamentary
democracy, democracy is limited
to parliament, the villages, the

districts, all that comes later and the
amendment to the Constitution
comes first. Democracy does not
travel to the ordinary Indians as it
could and should have the kind of
thing that Gandhi was talking about.
I think Parliamentary democracy was
great, Nehru nurtured it, but there
are two limitations to it. The structure
of the colonial state was not
decolonized, he realized it. But he
was not a man who could build
institutions or organizations. So
that's what I would say about first
policy. Second is industrialization
contd. on page 2

HOMAGE
Nehru Centre will pay homage
to the memory of late Barrister
Rajni Patel, founder member
and former General Secretary
of the Centre, on his 33rd Death
Anniversary.
All are requested to join.
Date: 5th May 2015
Time: 11.00 am
Venue: Ground Floor
Discovery of India Building
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and model of India's development.
Now here again I think his
achievements and his limitations are
very clear.

emphasized and they were very
important. And they have been part
of our national conscience, thanks to
him.

He followed this top down model
that India has to be raised, lifted by
talented people. Therefore let us
concentrate on great institutions IITs., IIMs., national academies,
science laboratories and all those
great things and I think today it is
chaste to talk about it, don't
appreciate that we would not have
been where we are without what
Panditji did. That without the IIT,
which forms part of the Indian
Diaspora in the United States that we
are so proud of. In fact our IITs have
become a departure lounge for
Washington. All the achievements
that we boast today, in terms of
research, in terms of development, in
terms of India's high art, national
academies, IITs, IIMs, is Panditji's
great achievement.

And let me now turn to the last bit
where I think he was right and, at the
same time, right in the wrong kind of
way or wrong in a right kind of way
which was his secularism. Now there
is no alternative to secularism in any
society, certainly not any as
religiously diverse as ours. But
secularism can take many different
forms.

Socialism was a morally superior
way of looking at things, it is a
principle of sharing, it is a state used
by the collective will of the people to
regulate the compulsions of a
capitalistic economy. Panditji again
insisted on socialism to make sure
that the state was not held hostage by
corporate interest which it would be,
because if the state has no economic
presence in society then the large
corporate interest will control it.
Panditji made sure that the state was
economist and the state could stand
up to the big capitals because it had
its own economic liberation. He also
made sure that through the
machinery of planning that there
were no large regional disparities
and therefore the socialist idea or
what he in order to reassure many of
his capitalists, he called the socialistic
pattern of society and you can dilute
it as much as you can imagine.
Socialistic pattern of society was
ideal with all its limitations, where
certain ideals like social justice,
planning, regional parity were
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He was a man of enormous integrity.
He never took his salary, the only
Prime Minister in our history who
never accepted any penny or salary
because he said 'look I have my
Anand Bhavan and I have my royalty
coming from my autobiography. I
don't need money'. More importantly
I think this constant personal that he
was incorruptible. He had enormous
intellectual honesty. And I think also
very sensitively in our kind of

context, he saw himself as national
pedagogue.
He was highly authoritarian, all
cabinet meetings were like tutorials
with Panditji giving a lecture. If you
think of cabinet as, initially yes, with
Vallabhbhai and others, Maulana,
there was serious discussions
because they were scholars in their
own right. They would take on
Panditji from time to time.
Increasingly, he appointed lakhs of
people to do his bidding and
therefore the cabinet meetings were
not really cut and thrust debates.
They would be simple occasions
where Panditji would be giving a
lecture and this habit continued even
when he negotiated with outsiders.
My overall assessment is that we
have been lucky to have him for
strengthening the democracy, for
giving us a vision, creating a
generation to lay a strong
foundation.
Concluded....

It is a matter of great satisfaction that citizens of Mauritius have evinced
interest in Nehru Centre and its activities. Shri S. K. Kulkarni, Director
(Finance & Administration), Nehru Centre was in Mauritius in the sceond
week of Aprl 2015, to deliver a lecture on “The Art of Ageing” at the
University of 3rd Age. He was invited to Club Le Flamboyant, Mauritius,
for an informal discussion and asked various questions about Nehru
Centre. Shri Kulkarni enlightened them on all aspects of Nehru Centre
right from its inception to its present day activities. His vivid description
of the Discovery of India Exposition enthralled the members.

What Nehru said...
The Message of Tagore
I have a fear that in this year of Gurudeva’s birth centenary, his message and
ideals might be swept away in the flood of words and eloquence and that we
may imagine that we have done our duty by him. That is a dangerous
delusion which comes over us often. I should like you specially here at
Santiniketan and the Visva-Bharati to remember that the rest of your
homage is not what you may say about him but the way you live, the way
you grow, and the way you act up to his message.
From the Acharya’s address to special Convocation of the Visva-Bharati during inauguration
of the Tagore Centenary celebrations, Santiniketan, May 9, 1961.
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SKY SHOWS : ‘Invaders of the Mars’
Timings

NEHRU PLANETARIUM

12 noon (Hindi) 1:30 pm (Marathi)
3:00 pm (English) 4:30 pm (Hindi)
(MONDAY CLOSED)

A Special Astrophysics Lecture by Prof T. Padmanabhan
A Special Astrophysics Lecture on “Cosmic History and
Mystery” was delivered by Prof T.Padmanabhan, Dean,
Core Academic Programmes, IUCAA, Pune on 26th
December 2014 at the Hal of Culture. We bring you here
summary of his talk.
Prof Padmanabhan began by explaining the questions about
the universe which the cosmologists are seeking to answer.
Cosmology is the science aiming to understand the universe
– its origin, its structure and behavior etc. The unit building
block of the universe is a galaxy. The universe is filled with
galaxies distributed with voids and filamentary structures.
Prof. T. Padmanabhan
What made this heterogeneous composition? How does the
universe expand? Is it uniform or accelerated expansion? and why so? How much matter is there in the
universe?
Prof. Padmanabhan lucidly described the answers to such questions. He introduced the observational
evidence for dark matter and stressed the importance of the Cosmic Microwave Background radiation. This
radiation, which today has the temperature of 2.73o K emanated when the universe was about 1000 times
smaller and comes to us from all directions. However this radiation has small wiggles which are indicative of
minor fluctuations in density that existed early on. As the universe was quantum mechanical in nature, these
were due to vacuum fluctuations and can explain the cosmic structures of today.
The other key aspect of the universe is the existence of a non-zero cosmological constant which determines the
rate of acceleration of expansion. Progressive monitoring of supernova explosions at different epochs
confirms the accelerated expansion. As much as 71% of the mass energy density of the universe comes from the
cosmological constant (sometimes called dark energy) and remaining 29% is shared by normal matter (about
4%) and dark matter (about 25%).
He showed the relationship between density due to Λ in terms of density during inflationary stage and the
density at the time of matter-radiation equality. During the exposition he shared the recent findings of the
work done by his colleagues in the spirit of ‘Lab to Classroom’ paradigm.
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STAR CHART FOR MAY 2015
This month the real visual action is in the
evening sky after the sunset. From 20th
of May to 25th of May we can see waxing
lunar crescent moving south of Venus,
Jupiter and Regulus (Magha).
Thin lunar crescent is closest to Venus on
21st. Then on 23rd it can be seen right
below Jupiter. Then on 25th nearly half
illuminated Moon can be seen south of
Regulus (Magha).
Mercury (Budha) in remains in Taurus,
the Bull (Vrishabha) this month. It makes
a brief appearance above the western
horizon around the second week of May,
but at 1st magnitude and close to the
horizon is not a very bright object.
Venus (Shukra) is -4.0 mag as the month
begins and brightens by about 0.3 mag
by the month end. It is in Taurus, the Bull
(Vrishabh) as the month begins and
moves to Gemini, the Twins (Mithuna)
on 9th.
Mars (Mangal) is in Aries, the Ram
(Mesh) as the month begins and moves
to Taurus, the Bull on 4th and remains
there for the rest of the month. It is now
too close to the sun to be seen with The map shows slightly more sky than that will be visible from a given
location. Thus the map can be used elsewhere in India at 21:00 hrs Indian Time.
comfort.
Hold the chart vertically before your eye sand turn it until the geographical
Jupiter (Guru) starts with -2.1mag object direction you are facing shows at the bottom of the chart.
and fades by 0.2 mag by the month end.
It remains in Cancer, the Crab (Karka)
this month.
Saturn (Shani) is 0.2 mag object that
brightens to 0.1 mag by month end. It is
above the eastern horizon in Scorpius,
the Scorpio (Vrishchik) and moves to
Libra, the Scale (Tula) on 14th of May.
The Sun moves from Aries to Taurus on
May 15th. It is also the zeros shadow day
for Mumbai. The moment comes at 11:56
when the sun will be right overhead and
for about a minute or so there would be
no shadow of any vertical object.

Phases of the Moon (timings in IST hh:mm)
Full Moon
(Poornima)

Last Quarter
(Krishna Paksha
Ashtami)

04 May., 09:12

11 May., 16:06

New Moon
(Amavasya)

18 May., 09:43

First Quarter
(Shukla Paksha
Ashtami)

25 May., 10:49

(Disclaimer: The Indian names of the stars and planet, given in parenthesis for the purpose to remind the
reader that India has a rich astronomical tradition. We do not subscribe to astrology.)
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Cultural Wing

Maikhaar

(A Poetic Canvas)

Summer Workshops 2015
Nehru Centre, Mumbai is organizing following Workshops for Secondary
School students during summer 2015:
Workshop on Biodiversity for students of standards VII & VIII on
Wednesday, 6 May 2015. The Workshop will be conducted by
Dr. Siddhivinayak Barve, Department of Bio-Technology, V. G. Vaze
College, Mulund, Mumbai.
Science Exploration Workshop for students of standards VII & VIII on
Thursday, 7 May 2015. The Workshop will be conducted by Mr. Hemant
Lagvankar.
Nature Quest: An Environment Awareness Workshop for students of
standards VII & VIII on Friday, 8 May 2015. The workshop will be
conducted by Dr. C. S. Lattoo, Former Incharge of Herbarium, Department
of Botany, Institute Of Science, Mumbai.

This programme is dedicated to the
memory of late Smt. Madhurita Sarang

Maikhaar unfolds the human
saga, its tale from the budding
stage till its recreation.
Maikhaar is a poetic canvas
which is highly influenced
with the works of Omar
Khayyam, Hafiz Shirazi, Dr.
Allama Iqbal, Harivanshrai
Bachchan and Ali Sardar Jafri.
Maikhaar is conceptualized
and designed by Nehru Centre
and penned by Abdul Ahad
Saaz, an eminent writer who
has beautifully crafted these
poetic illusions.

Date & Time: 30th May 2015, 6.30 pm
Venue: Nehru Centre Auditorium
Entry: Entrance Cards will be available
on 27th May 2015 from 10.30 am until
availability of entrance cards from
Booking Counter of Nehru Centre
Auditorium.
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Fun with Chemistry for students of standards VII & VIII on Saturday, 9
May 2015. The workshop will be conducted by Dr. Manasi Rajadhyaksha,
Director, Concepts Unlimited, Science Education and Research Center,
Mumbai.
Origami through Mathematics for students of standards VII & VIII on
Tuesday, 12 May 2015. The workshop will be conducted by Mr. Ravindra
Keskar, Maths enthusiast, fellow of department of Science and Technology,
Govt. of India, based in Mumbai.
Introduction to Origami Workshop for students of standards VII & VIII on
Wednesday 13 May 2015. The Workshop will be conducted by Bhagyashree
Mahajan, Origami enthusiast.
Workshop on Microbiology for students of standards VII & VIII on
Thursday 14 May 2015. The Workshop will be conducted by Dr. Manju
Phadke, Department of Microbiology, S.I.E.S. College, Mumbai.
Workshop on Climate Change for students of standards VII & VIII on
Friday, 15 May 2015. The workshop will be conducted by Dr. Nandini
Deshmukh, Director, Ecopersona, Mumbai & District Manager, Climate
Reality Project (India).
Astronomy Workshop for students of standards VII & VIII on Saturday
16 May 2015. The Workshop will be conducted by Mr. Arvind Paranjpye,
Director, Nehru Planetarium, Mumbai.
Time:
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Venue: Hall of Quest, Nehru Planetarium, Worli, Mumbai - 400018.
(Entrance to the Workshop is free)
For participation and further details contact Ms. Manasi Anjarlekar,
Nehru Planetarium, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai 400 018,
(Tel No.24964676-80 & Fax: No. 24924133).
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The Art

Gallery

Programmes for
May 2015

Dilip has Art Masters from Ratnagiri.
His paintings are in acrylic and water
colours.

SHILPA DALAL .
A. RON PHIPPS

Rupesh obtained G.D.A.; A.M. and
B.A. in Painting. His landscapes are
in water colours.
Tuesday 28th April 2015 to
Monday 4th May 2015
( Circular Gallery )

NITAI DAS .
KUMAR RATAN . GOUR DAS

MONA DALAL .
VIDHI SHAH .
RUPAL DOSHI .
DIMPLE PATWA .
HEMALI TAILOR
Mona has G.D.A. in Commercial Art.
Her paintings are abstract
compositions in acrylic and oil on
canvas.
Vidhi is a self-taught artist. Her
realistic paintings are in acrylic and
oil on canvas.

Painting by Shilpa Dalal

Shilpa has Diploma in Commercial
Art from Nirmala Niketan, Mumbai.
Her landscapes and paintings are in
water colours and acrylic on canvas.
A. Ron is a self-taught artist from
Australia.
His paintings are in
acrylic on canvas.
He held
exhibitions in Australia and India.
Tuesday 28th April 2015 to
Monday 4th May 2015
( AC Gallery )

VISHWESH TIKEKAR .
DILIP BHATADE .
RUPESH PANGERKAR

Painting by Nitai Das

Nitai secured B.F.A. from Shanti
Niketan.
He has exhibited
extensively in India and abroad and
won awards.
His art reflects
Madhubani style with Folk backdrop
in acrylic on canvas.
Ratan is an Engineer by profession
and self taught artist. His landscapes
are in acrylic.
Gour, an Engineer has Diploma in
Painting from Kolkata. He has had
many shows and won awards. His
paintings are in water colours.

Painting by Vishwesh Tikekar

Vishwesh secured G.D.A. in Applied
Art from Ratnagiri. His paintings are
in acrylic on canvas.
April2015
2011
Nehru Centre Newsletter - May

Tuesday 5th May 2015 to
Monday 11th May 2015
( AC Gallery )

Painting by Rupal Doshi

Rupal is also a self-taught artist. Her
realistic and architectural paintings
are in acrylic on canvas.
Dimple is a Science graduate and
self-taught artist. Her landscapes
and figurative paintings are in oils
and acrylic on canvas.
Hemali is also self-taught artist. Her
paintings are realistic and thematic in
oils and acrylic on canvas.

Tuesday 5th May 2015 to
Monday 11th May 2015
( Circular Gallery )
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ARABINDA SAMANTA

KEDAR DAHIBAVKAR
Kedar obtained G.D.A. in Interior
from Rachna Sansad, Mumbai. He
does sculptures in various mediums
and sizes. His sculptures are installed
at various places and prestigious
institutions.
Tuesday 26th May 2015 to
Monday 1st June 2015
( AC Gallery )

SUNITA DESHPANDE YARADI

Painting by Arabinda Samanta

Arabinda obtainted B.V.A. degree
from Kolkata. He has had many
shows and has won many awards.
His paintings are based on Lord
Krishna.

Tuesday 12th May 2015 to
Monday 18th May 2015
( AC Gallery )

RAMESH DARKUNDE .
VINAYAK KUNTE .
SANDESH NAKTE

Painting by Sandesh Nakte

landscapes and portraits. He does his
paintings in oil and acrylics.
Tuesday 12th May 2015 to
Monday 18th May 2015
( Circular Gallery )

' UTSRIJI ' Artist Group

Painting by Sunita Deshpande Yaradi

Painting by Ramesh Darkunde

Ramesh completed B.A.; A.T.D. and
A.M. from Mumbai. He does his
paintings which are realistic
figurative compositions in oil on
canvas.
Vinayak is a self-taught artist. He
will display his paintings which are
landscapes and seascapes in water
colours.
Sandesh a self-taught artist who
paints his paintings which are
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Sculpture by Debasish Patra

Twelve artists under the banner
‘Utsriji’ from West Bengal will
display their paintings and
sculptures in various mediums. Each
artist has his own style which reflects
in their paintings and sculptures .
Tuesday 19th May 2015 to
Monday 25th May 2015
( Both Galleries )

Sunita has done her M.A. in Fine Arts
from Gulbarga in Karnataka. She has
had many shows in India and won
awards.
Her paintings are figurative
compositions in oil and acrylic on
canvas.
Tuesday 26th May 2015 to
Monday 1st June 2015
( Circular Gallery )
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NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

LIBRARY

MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT * WITNESS TO HISTORY
* REMEMBERING EINSTEIN *
INDIAN ASTRONOMY A Source Book
EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: The Planetarium Way
SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

New Arrivals: Books for Children’s Reading
Sr. No. Title

Author

DISCOVERY OF INDIA Abridged and illustrated

1

Lost in the woods

Kashvee R. Bhartiya

NEHRU REVISITED

2

Ouch! Cried planet earth

Dheera Kitchlu

RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY

3

The illustrated Kipling

Neil Philip

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

4

Max goes to Jupiter: A science adventure
with Max the Dog

Jeffrey Bennett

5

The joy of fairy tales: World’s greatest
fairy tales from countries far and wide

Gill Davies (Comp.)

6

Brown like dosas, samosas and
sticky chikki

Rebecca Manari

7

Forensics

Richard Platt

8

Endangered planet

David Burnie

9

Discover sharks

Sean Kennelly

Pompeii

Richard Platt

Colourful Catalogues for Sale
1. J. B. DIKSHIT / 2. R. K. LAXMAN
3. MARIO DE MIRANDA / 4. G. N. JADHAV
5. ART HERITAGE OF MAHARASHTRA
6. HAREN DAS / 7. PROF. P. A. DHOND
8. COLLECTOR'S PRIDE / 9. K. B. KULKARNI
10. VINAYAK S. MASOJI
11. SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)
VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR
KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI
* GOVIND MALADKAR
12. NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR
13. NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR
14. "GURU-SHISHYA"
BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR
15. D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)
16. MILLENNIUM SHOW
(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)
17. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM
18. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR
19. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR
20. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR
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LET’S READ TOGETHER
Nehru Centre Library will celebrate the
Let’s Read Together’ month all of May
2015. Parents, bring your children and
their friends and read to them from their
books or the books
from the library.
Refer to the library
catalogue for
details about
children’s books.

ART FUSION
2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013
SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture
DISCOVERY OF INDIA
VCD Version
Set of ten greeting cards
Based on Discovery of India Exposition
Set of five assorted gift cards
Designed by Handicapped children
Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor,
NEHRU CENTRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Monday to Friday,
1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays
Timings: 10 am to 6 pm

: nehru-centre.org/library.html
: nehrucentrelibrary.blogspot.in

2nd & 4th Saturday
Timings: 10 am to 2 pm

: nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in
: www.facebook.com/NehruCentreLibrary

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni at Discovery of India Building,
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018. Tel : 2496 4676 Fax : 2497 3827
Printed at M/s Trimurti Enterprises, 229, A/2, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate,
Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 8652666981 / 9820280366
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